January 12, 1981 LB 81-91

since the death of one such as this, a certain amount

of time must elapse before a commemorative stamp can

be issued. It is also my understanding that this time
has now passed and 1 would urge that the Nebraska Legis-
lature immediately proceed with whatever action is neces-
sary for the issuance of a commemorative postal stamp.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp, do you wish to speak on your
resolution?

SENATOR DeCAMP: Mr. President, 1 think Senator Goll has
said everything that needs to be said and 1 urge you to
support the resolution.

PRESIDENT: Any further discussion on LR 2? Senator Goll,
is there any closing then?

SENATOR GOLL: No, there is none, sir.

PRESIDENT: All right, the matter before the House is the
adoption of LR 2 found on page 96 of the Journal. All
those in favor signify by voting aye, opposed nay. Has
everyone voted? Record the vote.

CLERK: 39 ayes, 0 nays on adoption of LR 2, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Motion carries and LR 2 is adopted. We are
ready for agenda item #6, introduction of new bills and
those of you who have not brought the bills up to the
Clerk’s desk might do so now so again we can process as
many today as possible so, Mr. Clerk, you may proceed
with the reading of the new bills.

CLERK: Mr. President, new bills: Read LB 81-86 by title
for the Tfirst time as found on pages 113-114 of the Legis-
lative Journal.

Mr. President, while we are waiting for bills, 1 have a new
resolution, LR 3. Read LR 3 as found on pages 114-115 of
the Legislative Journal. Mr. President, it is offered by

Senator Beutler and that will be laid over.

Mr. President, Senator Fowler would like to have a meeting
of the Retirement Committee upon adjournment underneath
the North balcony, Retirement Committee underneath the
North balcony, upon adjournment.

Read LB 87-91 by title for the first time as found on
pages 115-116 of the Legislative Journal.
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Senator Hefner reports 483 to General File.

Your committee on Ag whose Chairman 1is Senator Schmit reports
283 be advanced to General File with amendments.

Your committee on Judiciary whose Chairman is Senator Nichol
reports 413 to General File with amendments; 32 General File
with amendments; 215 General File with amendments; 180
General File; 347 General File with amendments; 111 General
File with amendment; 465 General File; 99 General File with
aendments; 87 General File with amendments; 23 Indefinitely
postponed; 90 Indefinitely postponed; 166 Indefinitely post-
poned; 175 Indefinitely postponed. (Signed) Senator Nichol,
Chair.

Your committee on Urban Affairs whose Chairman is Senator
Landis reports 437 to General File with amendments. (Signed)
Senator Landis.

Mr. President, LB 128 was introduced by Senator Myron Rumery.
(Read title.) The bill was read on January 13 and referred
to Retirement for public hearing. It was advanced to General
File. I have no amendments on the bill, Mr. President.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Rumery, do you wish to explain the
bill?

SENATOR RUMERY: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
if | could have your attention for a few minutes, 1 would
appreciate it. We introduced this bill for these reasons,
that should a member of the school employee®s retirement
system die before retirement, LB 128 would provide an option
for the payment of benefits to the spouse of the member,

if the spouse is the sole surviving beneficiary. Presently
the law provides that if a teacher has twenty years service
and is at least 55 years of age or thirty years of service
regardless of age and dies before retirement, a monthly
annuity for life would be paid the spouse if the spouse is
the sole surviving beneficiary in an amount equal to the
joint and survivor benefit that would have been paid if the
deceased member had retired on the date of death. The joint
and survivor benefit is a greatly reduced benefit. The
amount of the reduction Is determined by the age of the
deceased member and the age of the spouse. There are times
when the surviving spouse would prefer to have a lump sum
benefit rather than a meager monthly payment for life.

Often a surviving spouse of a deceased member needs funds
for retraining or to enter another job market or to Invest
In a business that may have some opportunity. LB 128

would give a spouse who is the sole surviving beneficiary

> 1314



