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of these children, approximately, suffer some sort of
disability. Many of them have behavior problems that are a

combination of many reasons. But, in recent studies, it's been
noted that most of these children have had a history of neglect
and of sexual abuse, and many of the behaviors that are a result
of that sexual abuse, such as withdrawal, depression, inability
to concentrate, sexual acting out, nightmares, running away, I
think illustrate that these type of children are much more

difficult to care for than other children. We have a terrible
problem in this state in placing these kids right now and now
we're just segregating them in one more instance. We all know,
no matter how unfortunate it is, how cruel that other children
can be in these situations. And I think Mary Dean Harvey made a

point very, very clearly in testimony on this bill that we,
really, when we start segregating these children out of who is
going to pay and who isn't going to pay, it gives ammunition to
the children in that same school district of poking fun, of
ridiculing these children who are not in their own homes and
they very unfortunately have to be placed as wards of the state.
So I think we have to keep in mind that we're dealing with kids,
we're dealing with people. We aren't just dealing with dollars
and cents. When we look at the amendment on the desk we start

looking at the absolute ridiculousness of separating foster
homes and group homes and child caring agencies and I certainlythink it's better at least to exempt some of these people. But
we have...we have a base of how ioster homes and group homes are

determined in the State of Nebraska based on the number of
children that are supposed to be cared for. Foster homes are

supposed to include one to eight kids; groups homes, six to
twelve children; child caring agencies is unlimited but normally
over twelve. Unfortunately, when there is no place to place a
child in the State of Nebraska, many times they are placed in a

foster home that runs over its capacity. In the Omaha area

alone we have one foster homes that's currently caring for
twelve children. This is a foster home. They're not going to
receive any relief under this amendment. Another in Omaha has
nine. Those are only two that have been pointed out to me. The
school district in which they are being educated are not going
to see any. .is not going to see any relief whatsoever. They're
going to have their state aid taken away. Where right down the
street...

SPEAKER BAACK: One minute.

SENATOR BYARS: ...you have a group home that's caring for six
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