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years when, 1in fact, the reality is that the vast majority of
recipients of ADC benefits stay on the program for less than two

years. But the point is that we need to get a handle on this
program. We need to manage it better. We need to find
employment for ADC recipients. We need to aggressively seek

those opportunities by identifying the individuals who can work
and get them in the work force as soon as possible and
provide. . .ard make sure that those individuals who really are in
need and who are trying are given the benefits, and that those
who have simply opted out of the system altogether we need to
adopt a different standard for them. And I think that's what
the real 1issue 1is out there today. There's a real crying
concern that we are, in fact, giving money to individuals who
really have opted out of the system, who don't care, who are
lazy, who are doing things that with whatever benefits they get
that are not consistent with trying to get themselves out of the
welfare cycle. And I think all of us in this body, probably a
hundred percent of us would agree, as Senator Chambers remarked
earlier that that...it is not his intention to continue a system
that gives to those individuals those kinds of benefits without
looking carefully at it. But, again, in this program we're
talking about approximately 500 individuals. If we are...if, on
the one hand, in the Medicaid program we're talking about
managing or providing managed care for 120,000 eligible Medicaid
recipients, it seems to me that we can get a handle and our arms
around a universe of 500 individuals who are on this program at
any given time in any one yecar. If we do that, I think we need
to go to the Department of Social Services and demand from them
information that's going to give us an opportunity to see what
kind...what is the nature of this universe. Who are we talking
about? Are these individuals who are seeking education? Are
these individuals who are seeking employment? I think what we
would find probably is that 60 or 70 percent figure that applies
to the number of people who remain on welfare applies tc these
500 people as well and that they are individuals who are
motivated to do something with their lives. Those who are not,
at some point we're going to have to deal with them differently.
We're going to have to establish different standards and
establish different criteria because the citizens of this state
and across the country are demanding accountability for the
programs that we implement 1in state government. And. . .but
accountability has to apply across the board and accountability
must apply to all programs, not just programs that right now
seem glitzy and jazzy to cut, like ADC and Medicaid and other
programs. We have to be accountable in this programs, but we
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