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well aware of, and I'm sure the recruiters do a good job of
laying it out, ~one of those things is the 75 percent tuition
remission relative to attending a Nebraska institution. And I
think that they were bribed. Now we haven't got into the
discussion. A lot of discussion seems to be that we shouldn't
have such a program. Well, that wasn't in front of us and maybe
a part of the amendment could have included a discussion as to
whether or not we wanted to close this off for the future. But
we're talking about the one thousand and one hundred and some
students that are currently planning, working on their higher
educational degrees, undergraduate degree, if you will, because
it's 1limited to undergraduate only, that they're already
involved in it. They were promised something. Some of them did
serve in Desert Storm. Some of them maybe have served nothing
more than flood control and their basic training and then the
like that goes with it. But the promise was that if you come
onto our organization, if you make this commitment to wus, we
will assure you a higher educational support to the tune of
75 percent of your tuition. One of the other considerations in
terms of the burden to the university, I think that when you
look at these eleven hundred men and women who are currently
involved in the program, many of them are part-time students,
some of them are taking six hours. I think Senator Schimek, as
I left the Chamber for a moment, alluded to one gentleman that
came in that is working, he's doing everything in his power,
has, I think, four children and he's working his way through
this program, taking a few hours this semester and then some the
next. But as you look at this whole twist, I think if you bring
that tuition support and make the student, make the National
Guard student pay for 50 percent of his tuition, he's going to
drop off on the number of hours he takes. He can't afford it.
And so from an institutional perspective, I think you're going
to be cutting into the amount of FTE that is being generated.
This 1s not only recruitment into the Mational Guard, this is
recruitment for Nebraska youth, in most cases, to also procure
higher education, higher education that then converts into a
Cash Fund, to some extent, for the institutions. And I don't
know what kind of a model you would use but if, in fact, the
institution had tc absorb 25 percent of this, and we don't want
to do that, but make the student absorb 50 percent or an
additional 25 percent to make the thing work, how many hours are
they going to drop off taking that the university isn't going to
get anyway? Because those are Cash Funds they're not going to
get Dbecause the student is going to back down on the amount of
credit hour activity that he's engaged in in a given point. And
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