February 20, 1991

speak to this amendment? I don't see Senator Lamb. Senator
Schimek, did you wish to speak to this amendment?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, Mr. President and members of the body, |

would like to support this amendment because I think it more
clear delineates the situation that we're in here today and |
would like to take this opportunity tospeak with, and maybe ask
a question of Senator Robinson if he is in the room. Senator
Robinson, in speaking against the Warner amendment, mentioned
the Landis amendment and | guess that sort of ties into this
whole thing. I would like to bring to your attention a couple
of little details about going back and counting every vote for
voter intent. Besides those 95 ballots, Senator Dierks and
Senator Robinson, that are out there, it is my understanding

that there were originally 543 absentee ballots that were
applied for but approximately only 520 or somewhere in that
vicinity actually came back to the election commissioner's
office. And then of those, only about 500, 508, something
around that number were counted. In other words, there were a
number of ballots, absentee ballots that were thrown out on
election day and | don't know why they were thrown out. Maybe
they didn't have any initials on them, whatever. IT we are to
follow voter intent, then do we go back and count those ballots?
In addition to that, in Jefferson County it is my understanding
that there were ballots that were thrown out on election day

that were also absentee ballots. Jefferson County is part of
that legislative district. Do we go back and count those votes
in Jefferson County? | sympathize with you. Senator Dierks, if
we could seat Senator Byars on this floor and not say anything
about why we did it, 1'd almost be tempted to vote for it
because my concern here is with the process and what we might be
doing to the process. If we're going for strictly voter intent,

then what we're saying is that any vote should be counted, any
time, anywhere, no matter what, that the election commissioners
and county clerks don't have to follow any rules, any
guidelines? It is a scary, frightening situation to me and |1
think that it just sort of multiplies as you go on. Once you
find one ballotthat should be counted, then you find another

type of ballotthat should be counted. So I don't think that |
can support the Landis amendment even though I empathize with
what youare saying. I think voter intent is very important but

sometimes you have to say, this wasn't done correctly and we
have to perhaps punish those voters, those 500 and some absentee
voters so that down the line we won’t have more and more of
these situations coming along. Sometimes you have to make hard,
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