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AN ACT relating to adoption of children; to amend
sections 43-107 and 43-109, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943; to change medical
history requirements in adoption proceedings;
to harmonize provisions; and to repeal the
original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

section 1. That section 43-lO7 , Reissue
Rev.ised Statutes of Nebr,aska, f943, be amended to read
as follows:

43-107. (1) Upon the filing of a petition for
adoption, the county judge shall, except in the adoption
of chj"Idren by stepparents when the requirement of an
investigation is discretionary, request the Department
of SociaI Services or any child placement agency
licensed by the department to examine into the
allegations set forth in the petition and to ascertain
any other facts reLating to such minor chiLd and the
person or persons petitioning to adopt such child as may
be relevant to the propriety of such adoption, except
that the county judge shall not be required to request
such an examination if the judge determines that
information compi),ed in a previous examination or study
is sufficiently current and comprehensive. Upon the
request being made, the Department of Social- Services or
other Iicensed agency shalI conduct an investi.gation and
report its findings to the county judge in writing at
Ieast one week prior to the date set for hearing.

(2) Upon the filing of a petition for
adoption, the county judge shall require that a complete
medical history be provided on the child- except that in
the adoption of a child by a stepparent the provision of
a medical hi.story shalI be discretionarv. A medical
historv shall be provided- aaCT if availabl'e, on the
biological mother and father and their bj.oLooical
families- includino. but not Iimited to. siblinos.
parents. orandparents- aunts. and uncles. unless the
child is foreign born or was abandoned. The medical
history or histories shalI be reported on a form
provided by the Bureau of Vital Statistics and filed
alono with the report of adoption as provided by section
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71-626. If the medical historv or histories do not
accompany the reoort of adoption. the Bureau of Vital
Statistics shall inform the countv court and the State
court Administrator. The medi.cal history or histories
shall be made part of the court record. After the entrv
of a decree of adopti.on- the cottrt shaLl retain a coov
and forward the orioinal and a e6py of the medi.cal
history or histories shal} be fo"varded by the eounty
e6urt to the Bureau of Vital Statistics= of €he
Eepar€lrent ef Health= This subsection shall only apply
when the relinquishment or consent for an adopti.on is
given on or after September 1, 1988.

Sec. 2- That section 43-109, Rej.ssue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
foI Iows :

43-109. (1) If, upon the hearing, the court
finds that such adoption is for the best interests of
such minor child or such adult child of the adopting
person's spouse, a decree of adoption shall be entered-
No decree of adoption shall be entered ttnless (a) it
appears that the chi.Ld has resj.ded $rith the person or
persons petitioning for sttch adoptj.on for at least six
months next preceding the entering of the decree of
adoption, except that such residency requirement shall
not apply in an adoption of an adult child of the
adoptj,ng person's spouse, (b) the medj.cal histories
requj.red by subsection (21 of sectiolr 43-lO7 have been
made a part of the court record- and have been forvarded
by the eeHhty e6HFt t6 the BHreau of Vital 6t.ati3ties of
€he Eepar€nen€ of Hea}€h; and (c) the court record
includes an affidavit or affidavits signed by the
relinquishing bioLogical parent, or parents if both are
available, in which it is affi.rmed that, pursttant to
section 43-106-O2, prior to the relinquj.shment of the
child for adoption, the relinquishing parent was, or
parents if both are avai.Iable were, (i) presented a copy
or copies of the nonconsent form provided for i.n section
43-146.06 and (ii) givel) an explanation of the effects
of filing or not filing the nonconsent form.
SrrHivisions (b) and (c) of this sttbsection shal-I only
apply when the relinquishment or consent for an adoptj-on
is gi.ven on or after September 1. 1988-

(2) If the adopted child was born out of
wedlock, that fact shall not appear in the decree of
adopt j.on.

(3) The court may decree such change of name
for ttre adopted child as the petitioher or petitioners
may request.

Sec. 3. That original sections 43-107 and
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43-109, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943,
repealed.
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