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AN ACT relati.ng to publ-ic health and welfare; to amend
sectior)s 7l-2O5O, 7t-2O51, 71-6009, and
71-6038, Reissue Revj.sed Statutes of Nebraska,
1943; to redefine care staff member; to
authori.ze the administration of oxygen asprescribed; and to repeal the original
sec ti olls .

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
Secti.olt 1. That section 7\-ZO5O, Reissue

Revlsed Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to readas follows:
7l-2O5O. Nothing contained in sections7L-2017 to 77-2029 shaII prohibit any rehabilitation or.Long-term-care facility operated by a hospj.tal, asdefined 1n section 71,-2Ol7.Ol and in any rules andregulatiotls relating to hospital standards adopted andpromul.gated by the department, from utilizing care staffmembet's who are authori.zed to administer oral andexternal medication and oxvqen as provided in section 5of this act.
Sec. 2. That section 7l-2O51, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read asfollovs:
7l-2O51. Eor purposes of sections 7L-2O5O to7l-2055, unLess the context otherwise requires:
(1) Department shall mean the Department ofHeaIth; and
(2) Care staff member shall mean anindividual who has been approved by a hospital whj.choperates a rehabilitation or long-term-care facili-ty andthe department to administer oral and externalmedicati.on and oxvqen as provided in section 5 of this

eqE and who has completed the prescribed course oftraining for care staff members.
Sec. 3. That secti.on 71-6009, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be ameuded to read asfollows:
7l-6009. Care staff member shalI mean anurse's aide hrho has been approved by the nursing homeadministrator and the department to administer oralmedication and oxvqen as provided in section 5 of this
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act.
Sec. 4. That section 71-6038, Reissue Revised

Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
f ol" Iows :

71-6038. Eor pttrposes of sections 71-6034 to
7l-6042, unless the context otherwise reqttires:

(1) Department shall meatr the Department of
Heal th;

(2) Care staff member shall mean a nursing
assistant who meets the foLlowing qualifications: (a)
Has attained the age of eighteen; (b) has completed a
basi.c resident care course which shall be not less than
twenty hours and an advanced course which shall be not
Iess than seventy hours, incl.uding thirty hours j.n
anatomy, oxvqen administration bv means of an oxvcren
concentrator- physiology, and advanced therapeuti'cs and
forty hours of pharmacology and medication
administration; (c) has received a gr.ade of eighty
percent or higher in an advanced course approved by the
department or has sttccessfully completed a course in
another state which has been approved by the departmenti
and (d) has been approved by the nursing home
administrator and the department to administer oral and
external medication and oxvqen as provided in section 5
of this act. An individual who has been approved by the
department as a care staff member shall be retested
every three years on medication administration and
oxycen admir)istration by means of an oxvqen concentrator
and shall receive a grade of ej"ghty percent or higher on
such test- Indj-viduals who have not worked for a period
of three years as an approved care staff member shall
complete an approved forty-hour pharmacology and
medication administration course and receive a grade of
eighty percent or higher in such cotlrse. To maintain
the status of an approved care staff member, such member
shaII attend, at least quarterlY, inservice programs
with topics dealing in medi.cations or medicatiolr
administration and oxvoen administratiol) bv means of alr
oxwaen concentrator; and

(3) Ntrrsilrq assistant shall mean any person,
other than a Ii.censed registered or practical nurse,
employed by a uursi-ng home for the ptrrpose of aiding a
registered or licensed practical nllrse through the
performance of nonspecialized tasks related to the
personal care and comfort of residelrts.

Sec. 5. Care staff members. as defined in
sections 71-2O51. 71-60O9. and 7L-6O38. may onlv ttse a
nasal cannula to ar:plv oxyoen by means of an oxvqen
concentrator to pati.ents and mav not admi.nister more
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than four Iiters of oxvqen per minute to patients. Anoxvoen concentrator shalL be set up only bv a phvsician.
l-icensed respi.ratory care oractitioner. or ]icensed.
nurse. Care staff members shall not alter such setuo inanv way except to return it to the prescribed settino if
it shorrl-d be chanqed accidentaLlv.

Sec. 6. That orlginal sections 7l-2O5O,
7l-2O51, 7l-6009, and 71-6O38, Rei.ssue Revised Statutes
of Nebraska, 1943, are repealed.
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