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well at the property tax levy in the state and we look as well
at the lack of equalization aid that goes out or the
insufficient equalization aid that goes out to our schools and
that problem isn't going to go away and our people are going to
want it addressed. I would suggest as well that the
legislators, that you consider the lack of authority that we
have as we address primary and secondary education, and one of
the observations that I would make that would improve both our
control, both our authority and the extent to which we can be
held responsible would be to make the Department of Education a
code agency and give the Governor the responsibility and the
authority that I think the Governor needs in order to improve
our educational system. In the area of higher education, again,
we are going to have continued problems with higher education as
we try to address which one of the good programs we can't afford
to be, which one of the good programs we're going to select out,
and I would suggest respectfully to the body that the State of
Nebraska needs to increase citizen program review. We're one of
the few states that have very weak program review in higher
education and we need it. We need to have <citizen involvement
in reviewing all of the programs of higher education to a much
greater extent than we currently have. I suggest as well, as we
talk about the need to have higher education impact economic
development, that it would be wise for the people to say that we
should permit the Governor of the State of Nebraska to appoint
the Board of Regents so as to be able to exert some indirect
influence over that organization. In the area of economic
development we're going to hear increased cries of the people to
say that we need to improve the economic climate, we need to
create new jobs and I would point out to you that much needs to
be done there in addition to expending additional dollars. As I
stand and look at the Department of Economic Development it is
interesting to me to note that department has very little
authority. It does not have the power that I think that it
needs if it is going to be able to accomplish the things that
the people want. It is interesting to note that the Department
of Economic Development, if it 1is approached by people from
Omaha or people from Lincoln to try to do something in those two
communities, that it has very little that it can do because of
the block grants and the job training money flowed directly to
those two communities and we have very little influence over how
they are used. I would suggest again that rather than just
looking at the issue of money, that you look at the issue of
authority and responsibility and consider and reorganizing that
department so as to give it the authority and the responsibility
that it needs over some taxation, over some regulation, over



