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Hefner, there is no way a Legislature can be more up front than
by enacting legislation. T he approach tha t wo u l d be no t up
front is to try to shunt our responsibility off to the voters
and require them to vote on that which may not require a vote of
the public. This final point, the Constitution has never stated
anywhere that the compensation for senators will be e stabl i s h ed
by virtue of the vote of the people. It does not say that. So
when people say that is the only way you can deal with this
issue, they are giving an opinion, but they are not citing words
from the Constitution. We passed a bill increasing the salary
for various state officials. They knew th e am ount t hat t he y
w ould re ce i v e whe n they fxrst ran for the office. Employees
k new the sa l a r y when t h ey first hired on, but neverthe l ess ,
people receive incremental wages, raises and expect that. The
Governor has said, and stuck to his word, he would not touch the
raises given to the employees. So he i s n o t o p p o sed t o p e o p l e
receiving additional compensation. The Legislature i s no t
opposed to granting it. This form of deferred compensation is
an issue that requires resolution by the court and the purpose
o f t h i s b i l l i s t o ob t a i n a court test in th e same way we
obtained one on t h e e x p enses . So I am ask i n g t h a t y o u w i l l vo t e
to override. We have the same people here who voted to pass
this bill, 25 of us. Five additional senarors have s a id t hey
will vote to support it. That equal the 30 votes. So I am
noping that those 25 on this list, the final vote...I'm not
going to read it , S enator Pappas, will stick by that vote
b ecause you ha v e t ake n the heat and al l of t he n e g a t iv e
editorials already. So you may as well reap the fruits of that
hard work that has been done up to this point and a l lo w u s t o
finish this journey, and I promise you that I will see to it
that we get a court test on this proposition. So I am a sk i n g
that you vote to override the Governor's veto.

PRESIDENT: Senator Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Question .

PRESIDENT: Objection. I think...Senator Hefner, if you wish to
speak, y ou ma y . Sena t o r Hall, if you do not wish to speak,
Senator Pappas, if you do not wish to speak, Senator Hefner i s
next in line. And then the speaking order is Senator DeCamp,
Harris, Barrett and Withem. S enator He f n e r .

SENATOR HEFNER: M r . President and members of the bod y, I
commend the Governor for vetoing this bill. For one r e ason,
i t ' s u n c o n s t i t ut i ona l . Another reason, we haven't had a public
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