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before these other grandiose plans for some time in the future .
I know Senator Warner said we don't have to buy that $800,000
building now, or the Governor doesn' t ha ve t o . Bu t , as I
understand it, it is in this motion to override. So I would
Just say let's put people first and bricks and mortar second. I
will not vote to override the Governor's veto on t h i s , and I
urge the rest of the body not to. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you, Senator Higgins. Senator Lowel l J o hnson.
The n ex t speak e rs ar e S en a " o r Hannibal, Hall, and Haberman.
Senator Hannibal, Haberman, and Hall. Senator Lowell Johnson.

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: Nr. President, members of the Legislature,
I rise to support the motion to override the Governor on LB 1252
representing the 302 overview committee of this Legislature. I
and four other members of this body have been acutely connected
with the programs that have been developed in the 309 program
o ver th e p as t s e v e ra l y e a r s . It is a program that was developed
in 1976, after state buildings, the condition of state buildings
had become a total deplorable mess as far as maintenance had
been concerned, and the 309 committee that was formed, w ith r e a l
sense of responsibilxty to the maintenance of those buildings
and the establishment of adequate maintenance programs, and
instructional programs and seminars to teach t hose p e o p l e
m ainzainzng th e s t a t e b u i l d i ng s across t h e st at e on ho w t o
identify and to take care of their problems. The amounts o f
money spent since the initiative of this program has a v e r aged
about $3.75 million per year. A s noted by Senato r Warner a n d
others, thxs program has been one of the favorite whipping boys
of the Legislature when it comes to making cuts. I f you w i l l
recall, within the last 3 years the amounts have been reduced to
the sum of $1 million each for 2 years, and las t year we wer e
fortunate in being able to provide $1.5 million. The Governor
himself, in the initial budget message this year, proposed that
w e a l l oc a t e $3 million for the use of the 309 Task Force. And
t hat i s st i l l a b ar e mi ni mu m because the total n eed, a s
established across the state, and as a footnote also to that the
money for 309 maintenance is not spent entirely in Lincoln,
Nebraska, it is spent across the entire width and expanse of the
State of Nebraska. Th e S tate of N e b r a sk a ow ns ove r 2,000
bu'ldings scattered from Fort Robinson to Omaha, to Lincoln, to
the four stare colleges, to th e Department of Pub l i c
Institutions in Hastings and the various other towns involved.
The total identified need for the ' 86-87 year , according t o t he
budget submittals, that have been submitted to the 309 Task
Force, amounts to the grand total o f o ve r $37 mi l l i o n. The
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