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only to override those vetoes that were significant to either
health or educational services provided to the citizens of the
state with the one exception which would have been the overr i de
on the Nedicaid and that, obviously, was solely for the reason,
at least from my point of view, that 81 counties had to give up
a part of t heir state aid to contribute it to 12, where a
million sax-hundred and some thousand dollars w ere t a k e n aw a y
from 81 counties to be gi ven t o 1 2, and , as I recall, about a
m il l i o n t h r e e o f t ha t m il l i on s i x g o e s t o D o u g l a s Count y . But
i t wa s ou r po si t i on and I think the Legislature's position
yesterday that that was an inequity that we could not j u st i f y .
So I would urge that you would give consideration to vote for an
overr id e an or de r to resolve this issue, maintain those
important services of state government, n ot sh i f t add i t i on a l
burden on the property tax and retain some reasonable equity in
the distributxon of that state aid to counties.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Landis.

S ENATOR LANDIS: N r . Sp e aker , members of the Legislature, f i r s t
of all I'd like to say how proud I am of my colleagues,that
there is not a si ngle name or just the names o f t h e
Appropriations Committee but 24 names on that motion. I t s hows
to me a sense of collective responsibility for our actions. The
fact is that the budget has left the Appropriations Committee's
hands and thi body has assumed responsibility for that budget.
It is not their budget, it is our budget and we now a ssume t h e
responsibility to pay for that budget. I again reiterate, I am
proud of my colleagues for acknowledging their collective sense
of responsibility by co-signing this motion. S econdly , I w a n t
to point out that the overriding of this veto is very necessary.
As politically attractive as it might be to have gone along with
the vetoes and to have walked away with a budget in the shape as
it was returned to us by the Governor, the difficulty therein
would have been that the wounded, and there certainly would have
b een w o unded , wou l d no I ave been ours to minister, but that
t r i age woul d h av e b een d one b . s chools an d c o u n t i e s a nd o t h e r s
as well as ourselves. We would have passed along the business
o f b l o ody in g up peop l e i n n ee d . I t h i nk t he bu d ge t i s
r esponsib l y dr a w n an d it now is u p to us to per f o r m our
constitutional obligation which is to fund that budget. T his i s
the way that we nave selected and the body as an institution now
must speak not only to the Governor, but to the public a nd s a y
this is our collective will and we meet our responsibility by
passing this motion and overriding this veto.
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