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n umber was 31 . Th e nu mber o n the interstate, going through
Douglas C o u n ty , was 2. The total number of deaths in Sarpy
County was 4, the number on the interstate 1. The vast majority
of fatalities occur on other roads. S o if th ese people are
interested in safety and say that speed kills, and the s peeds on
these va r i ou s o t h er r oads ar e t o o hi g h , w h y d o n ' t you see them
talking about reducing speed limits on th e ro ads where t h e
major i t y o f f a t al i t i e s occur : Bec au se t h at i s n ot t h ei r
interest. They will use any argument to maintain status quo.
In the same wa y t h at it was unfair for the rest of the
srate...of the country, e speci a l l y s t at e s l i ke Ne b r a s k a , to have
a speed l i m i t i mp o sed o n a l l o f t h em w h i c h i s suitable for the
small, densely populated northeastern states, it would not be
fair to the residents of Nebraska to have the Lincoln synd r om e
imposed on t h e rest of the state. Many people in Lincoln have
no need t o g o a n y where o utside the cit y . The g o v e r nmenta l
bui l d i n g s ar e h er e . he St a t e C a p it o l i s he i .e . Their j o b s a r e
here, sn it is easy for them to say you can r edu ce t h e speed
limit to 4 0 on t h e interstate as fa r a s I ca r e and i t wi l l b e
safer . Bu t t h er e are pe o p le wh o h ave j ob s and ot he r
activities...

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...that require them to drive at a faster
rate than 55 and as a matter of fact they a re d oi ng i t . So
that, in itself, nullifies the argument that the 55 mile an hour
speed limit has l e ad to more safety because peopleare no t
observing it. They are not cbserving it, ye t the r ate of
fatalities continues to decline. The design of automobiles, the
b arr i e r s al ong . . . o r r a i l s a l on g t h e i n er s t at e , the b r e a k - away
light poles, and other factors come into play. And that is what
was admitted by this gentleman named S i ec k meyer whe n h e w a s
asked t o ca l cu l at e h o w many more f at a l i t i e s wou l d b e l i ke l y t o
occur on the interstate should t h e l i mi t be r ai sed t o 70. He
said i t wou l d b e speculative. He couldn't tell because the fact
of tne matter is that the majority of fatalities occur on roads
where the speed limits are no t b e i n g r e d u c ed . So , I a sk t h at
you defeat Senator Warner's motion and we go on with this bill.

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r H a b e rman.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President,,members of the body, I'm going
to take the other side of the argument because the legal part, I
think, has pretty well been t aken c a r e o f . You are g o i n g t o
hear some of th s rhetoric before we are through. The last time
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