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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
you remember the other day the argument was that if the bill
w ere e n ac ted w e wo u l d be out of compliance, and I said we
wouldn' t. And when I asked Senator Warner when would the speed
limit change in this state, and he agreed that it would be
September of next year. Now, with Senator Smith's memo, which I
passed around, he has to acknowledge that we will not be out of
compliance. There is no question about it at all,u nless t h e
bill took effect in September and the federal law had not
changed. Sen at o r Ex on h as sa i d t h at b ecau s e o f what t h e
Legislature has done it strengthens what he is trying to do i n
Washington. Our action will help bring about a change in the
situation whereby states can raise their speed limits without
the threat of losing federal funds. But I'm going to make a
statement that will shock Senator W a r ne r do w n t o h is sho e
leather, and he ought to know this because he's informed, but
obviously he doesn' t. Maryland and two other states h ave b e e n
officially certified out of compliance, and have been out of
compliance for months. And while others are t alk i n g I ' l l get
the World Herald article that points it out. And not a p enny
has been taken from any of t hose st at e s . And t he f ed e r a l
government is shaky because they said if they attempted to take
the funds and a state challenged them in court the state cou l d
win. And if the state won all of these types of programs that
are mandated, based on the threat of loss of federal funds,
would be out the window because states do not enact these types
of programs as a result of s tudie s and re ach i n g a matu r e
decision that these programs ought to be in place. The speed
limit in Nebraska is 55 not out of safety considerations, not
out of talk or consideration of a so called fuel crisis, but
because the federal government said if you don't put your speed
l imi t at 55 yo u l o s e money. All these other talks and supposed
rationales are after the fact. If we put the bill in place i t
will help the effort at the federal level. It will not hurt the
state at all, and it will save us money should the federal law
be...the speed limit be increased. We already have had a bill
p rin t ed , we h ave h ad a he a ri n g. It is before us now and has
been printed. So for those conservatives who like t o s a v e
money, there is no need to duplicate that process. B ut I w o u l d
just like to mention something to you from a Wor ld Herald
editorial...article that appeared on the 10th of April. They
were giving some statistics on the number of deaths from
accidents . I had said that the vast majority of fatalities
occur on roads other than the interstate. For the whole State
of Nebraska, in 1985, the number of traffic deaths was 237. The
number on the interstate was 11. In Douglas County the total
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