
LB 1142A pri l 1 5 , 1 9 8 6

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r H e f n e r .

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, I h a te
to do this at this late hour bur. what this amendment would do is
strike t he enac ting clause. This b i l l a l l ows t he Tax
Commissioner tc set the tax rate when the federal income tax
rates change. This bill was introduced by some of the members
of the Revenue Committee. I d idn't sign on it and I voted
against it after we had the public hearing. I t h i n k i t i s p oor
p ol i c y . I t h i nk i t i s a b ad po l i cy . And why ' ? Because I f ee l
that the Legi lature, w e s e n a t o r s , sho u l d shou l de r that
r espons i b i l i t y . I t h i nk t ha t e l e c t ed o f f i c i al s i ns tea d of an
appointed official, instead of a bureaucrat should be s et t i n g
t hese t a x r at e s . Two ye a r s ago , t wo year s a g o i n 19 B 4 w e voted
to accept that re..ponsibility and previous to that with the Tax
Rate Settina Committee met a couple times a y e a r an d ad j u st ed
the tax r ate back and for th . We , in the L e gislature,
appropriate the money. We spend it and so we should be ar t he
burden of setting the tax rates, I feel, if we spend the money.
There is another question. How do w e ca lculate a fe deral
change.' Our Tax Commissioner said a while back that the figure
should be 2 .9 a the start of last year and then we h av e had
other accountan s that said that it should be as high as 24 to
be equal wit'." what we nad before. And then another accountant
said that i . should be down a s low a s 1 9 p e r c e n t . And so a s
these accountant figure this and drop it as the federal rate
drops, we come up with all kinds of answers. A nd, o f c ou r s e , w e
know that we can guggle these figures around. We can twist them
and turn them and come up with any kind of a figure we want to
come up wi .".. ' don't feel that it is right to let an appointed
off cia' se. he tax rate. I feel that is wrong. We should set
i t a n d w e c a r . s e i . . We are down her e a t l ea st once a yea r .
Last vear e were down here three times. So that certainly is
n ot an e x c u se . Gov e r no r I ' e r r e y h a s said that he feels that i t
i s a poo r po l i cy . I Ju s t h and e d o u t a h and ou t a l i t t l e wh i l e
ago and he nad a few comments on it. B u t the hour is ge tting
l at e ano s o '. am going to withdraw this motion and just ask you
to vote red or. this bi'l. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Senatoi...okay, you have withdrawn the motion.

CLERK: Mr. Pres dent, Senator Vard Johnson would move to r etu r n
t he b i l l .

P RESIDENT: Se n a t o r Joh n s o n .
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