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| amrepresenting the peoplein ny district, the 28th pistrict,
that nmy silence cannot be bought and ny vote is not for sale. 1

am not an enemy of the tel ephone conpany. | amhereto
represent the interests of my constituents: | agree with
Senator  Harris a few days ago when he said | amnot for or
agai nst the tel ephone conpany, | amfor the people, andthat is

who | amfor, the constituents that | represent, the people that

have to use the phones, and if they have arate increase, that

shoul d have a fair procedure to challenge that rate increase

that rate increase is unfair. This bill is fraught with
procedural problems. Senator Landis, ny friend, has pointed out

ihat we should return it to commttee for amendnents. That is
what should hawe been done, actually, but there was too much

force, too much power behind the bill, sowe proceeded to amend
it on the floor. ATILT was initially for it and then t hey backed

off, and then they were for it. Now | read sonething that the

smal | phone conpani es are against the bill. |t is fraught with
all kinds of procedural problens. I respect Senator Hoagl and
very much, He is a very, very good |awyer. | respect his
opinzon on |lots of legal matters but it seens to ne what he is

saying is, granted it is a bad piece of |egislation, wehave got
a problem but let's pass this bad legislation as it is, agnd if
the courts say it isunconstitutional, or if it doesn't work

out, we can always come back and correct it. | don't think that
isour function as legislators. Thecourts always get accused
of acting |ike Legislatures and making law. | think it is our

function as a Legislature to nake good |l aw and to provide fajr
procedures so that our constituents have a right to protest any
rate increase. We have given them a nonopoly. Give them the
chance to protest if that nonopoly abuses its privileges wth
respect to increasxng the rates. The phone company has got a
probl em I don't think |I amtheir eneny. | agree with that.
| f they come back next year with a bill that meets the
constitutzonal requirements, that it is afair billfor the
consuners, that provides fair procedures, | will be the first to
lend my support to that type of bill, but I amnot going to |end
my support to the type of bill we have before us now. It is not
good legislation. ! hope that this vote that was taken t he
m~t xon of Senat or Abboud's to return to Select File is not an
i ndi catxon of how the vote is going to go on approval or yoting
to advance the bill for the Governor's signature. | hope that
your votes are not etched in stone at this point. | hope that
the senators xn this body are open-ninded, will consider the
arguments on the floor, and vote not to advance this bill.

the phone company cone back with a bill that we can live wt
that will be fair to the people we represent. | thank you and |
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