
LB 835A pri l 1 5 , 1 9 8 6

CLERK: Senator Schmit, your motion to indefinitely postpone.

SENATOR SCHMIT: A n y other amendments I have, Mr. President, I
w il l wi t hd r a w .

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator McFarland would move t o r et u r n
t he b i l l .

PRESIDENT: Senator McFarland.

SENATOR M c F ARLAND: T hank yo u , Mr . Pr esi d e n t , and f e l l ow
l egi s l a t o r s , I d i d n ' t c om p l e t e w h a t I wa. . g o i n g t o say th e l ast
t ime a nd I wou l d l i ke t o t ake t h i s opportunity to just ask you
to listen for just a few moments more so I can complete what I
was going to say. I appreciate Senator Schmit' s commentsabout
he zs not burdened with a legal educatzor. , t he r ef o r e , h e can
understand the fa cts o t hzs bill. I am burdened w i t h a l e ga l
educat i on . I am a la wye r and I wou l d l ake t o r espond a l i t t l e
bit to S enator Johnson's a nd S e n a t o r H o a g l a n d ' s a n d S e na t o r
DeCamp's statements on the floor. F' rs I think that t he i de a
of the Attorney General's O pinion , o n c e y o u h a v e d u e p r o c e s s
right, tnere are two parts of it, substan t i v e due p r o ces s and
procedural d ue p r oce ss . Wh en you establish the due process
right fo individuals to come in and contest rate increases,
then you cannot undermine that right by making the procedures so
difficult and s o on erous that that right becomes meaningless,
and that zs exactly what this bill would do. The procedure s o f
getting the t h ousands o f signatures, of t he l i mi t ed t ame
available, and the fact that the Commzsszon chooses not to make
a decision to a pprise that person, deprive that person of the
chance to have that case decided through no fault of his or her
own, he ha s fo llowed all of the proceduresand yet h e g e t s n o
decision. I think those are all indications that the bill i s
unconstitutional. Now I have been told that if I voted against
LB 835 that I would be perceived as an enemy of th e te lephone
company. I have been told by lobbyists that on an issue like
this, a young senator is better to keep quiet on it and not say
anything, particularly an issue of this magnitude. I have b e en
told by lobbyists that since I am coming up for election that
t he pho n e c o mpany c o u l d d o a lot for me as far as contributions
to the campaign, as «ell as providing workers to t he c am p a i g n .
I h a ve been t o l d by p e r so n s , representatives of the telephone
company that sometimes that if xn fact m y se rvice in the
Legislature is over with that the telephone company will often
take care of its members. I am here to tell you that as long as

12267


