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opportunity to close the argument.

SENATOR SCHM T: Nr . President and menbers, | will take my
allotted time for closing. Senator Hoagland has said we are
meki ng a policy change here, we are not casting this in stone.
Let me suggest to you that the amendnents which we offered in
1119 did, in fact, reflect a policy change. That policy change
reflected the work of the study committee, whichl might adddid
receive input from the industry. Andthe study we conducted
said, yes, there shall be and should be deregulation, pyt that
xt should be phased in because to do anything other would
perhaps not be in the best interest of the consuner and of the
i ndustry. What we have done with LB 835, if it becones law in
my opinion, is not to have made a policy change. V¢ have

surrendered, we have totally surrendered the industry froma
monopol y...froma regul ated nmonopoly to an unregul at ed nbnopol vy,

unregul ated, protected territory, totally, totally unfettered,
totally unrestrained pricing. |adies and gentlenen, that is a
serious responsibility. Senat or Hoagland has said, a)d |
respect himfor his convictions, that we can undo it next year.
Ladi es and gentlenen, this is not the normal kind of a bill
whi ch you can patch up, fix up, restore next year. You know |'m
a farmer. From time to time | have found cattle in the corn
field, anirrigated corn field. well, |adies and gentlemen, |et
me tell you, you can get themout of the corn field, you can run
t hem down, you can pen themup again, but you can never restore

the corn field toits original condition. |talways shows the
ravages of 100 or 200 head of steers. And that is exactly what
we are doing here. W are turning the steers into the corn
field, and if we conme back next January, you gare not back to
zero position. You are in a position of defense. | agdies and
gentl emen, what happens here on this bill is pot going to be
lost, not only upon this industry, but other industries are
going to take a note. They are going to say, ye||, it | ooks to

me, it looks to me as if we do it this way. Convictions can be
shoved aside, ideals can be shoved aside, the jnterest of the
public ~can be shoved aside if we just putenough people on
enough |l egislators to get the necessary votes. PBecauseit is a
conplicated issue. It is anextremelycomplicated issue. Anpd]I
suffer embarrassnent because | do not have that 30 and 40 years
of experience that many of the individuals in the industry, who
have discussed it with pme have, Therefore, I'mnot in a
position to discuss with them many of the ranmifications of | hs
they have brought before this body and which they have discusseé
with each of you. But |' ve been around the horn enough tines,
| adi es and gentlemen, to know that once you let the gate down,
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