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years. The fi rst place is I feel sorry for the senators that
have not b e e n i n v o l v e d i n i t . One question that I have i n m y
mind i s ou r st at e t el eph one b i l l , w here i s t h i s go i n g t o g o ?
Yet when I think back, look how our long distance rates have
reduced in the past few yearsinstead of increased. How often
do we pick up the telephone now and make a call instead of that
postage and so on. I think we all do that in our own office. I
think Senator Schmit spoke about not one person has mentioned
that tnis may create gobs and so on . I n my own community we
h ave an opp or t u ni t y f oi . a c o u p l e of larger businesses to come
n. A n d one of the questions t hat i s asked , do you have

competitive telephone service'? At the time we probably have to
say no. But I will guarantee you that there is some waiting out
in the wings. I know that what is good for Grand Island is not
g ood fo r m a ybe Gordon , N e b r a s k a . I do have that concern as much
a anyone else. Also on the local service, the way I see i t , i f
we a o not t r y t o move forward and maybe in the long-run I
foresee local service going up more because of the fact that we
d id no t a l l ow t he comp a n i e s to be co mpetitive on the long
distance service, and they in turn have lost that service. So
there is o nly one way that I see local service to go. I agree
with Senator Schmit. We senators a re be t ween a r o c k a n d a hard
wall. No matter which way it goes,or no matter which way it
would have g one we , t oo , wil l su f f e r t h e b l a m e f o r t h i s . But I
b el i ev e t r u l y i n my heart that this is something that simply
cannot be avoided through new technology and so on. I f we d o
no allow c ompanies to be competitive,some of these companies
wil l no t be t he r e . I know they make far more financial r eturn s
than a lot of busine ses. But I , i n my o w n m i n d , f ee l t h at t h i s
cannot be av oi ded . One other t hing t h at I m us t say
i nc i den t a l l y , I wi l l supp o r t t h e d er e g u l a t i on of t he t e l ep h o ne
industry and, hopefully,I have made the right decisions. One
other thing that I want to mention to Senator Schmit, i t l oo ks
to me like th e vot es are cast. I was g oing to call the
quest i o n . Sh ou l d he or Senator DeCamp, either one, n ot
apologize for one second to the publicor t h e p e o p l e . He h as
t r u l y f e I t i n h i own mi nd and h i own hear t t hat h e was d o i n g
the very best. And I know that this has been a long, hard time
for both of them. And particularly Senator Schmit , h e h as
really done what he feels is fair and best for the public, and I
want to commend him on that. That is about all I have to say on

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r P o a g l a n d .

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Mr. President, colleagues, I would rise to
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