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that date, fortuitously, this bill goes into effect, and you
will see increases, not only in thesales tax, but also in the
day-by-day telephone bill which each and every one o f you i n
your bu s i n e s ses , i n you r ho m es , will be forced to pay, far in
excess, ladxes and gentlemen, of that which you h ave b e e n
promised. Sen ator DeCamp,sincere l y I be l i ev e , says rates will
c ome down. Lad i es and gentlemen, long ago, l ong ag o xn t he
d iscu s s i o n s I he l d wi t h t he industry, all of tne facade toward
the lowering oi rates wa, abandoned a nd t he r e was a gene r a l
stampede tow'>d the concept that rates would increase. Senator
DeCaml 'peak: about actual cost, but let me tell you, t o b ui l d ,
the co t of the Izne out to Senator Lamb's ranch costs far more
than xt doe tc build it in tl e metropolitan or urban areas. If
actual costs are to be a factor, then all other factors in t h i s
bill can gc by the wayside because if the company is entitled to
r ecover ac t u a ' c o s t , ' s i t po ss i b l e , I believe so, for that cost
to increase ter. times": Twenty-five times'? Fifty times? I am
a ppal l ed , I am ap p a l l e d a t wh a t wi l l h app e n t o t he poo r , t he
h andicapped , t he o l d wh o cannot afford the service. I am go i n g
tn make some predictions. I predict that, fzrst of all, if this
bill passes, the Publxc Service Commission will not g r a nt any
f ur t ne r w ag e i n cr e a s e s .

. .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: . . . any f u r t h e r r ate i n c r e a s es . Th e y a re no t
f ool i s h . The y a r e e lec ted p e o p l e . T hey a re not ne ophy t e s .
They are going to delay those rate increases until the first of
t he ye ar . Wh e n t h os e rate increases go into effect, the PSC in
response to c onstituent clamor will say the Legislature did it
to you. The Legi lature a ssed you r t el eph o n e r ates , no t u s
guys . We a r e t h e goo d g u y s. I t h i n k w e k n o w what w i l l happ e n .
I do not bel.eve...we know what kind of a difficulty we had t o
establish sales tax rates, income tax rates on this floor. Let
me tell you, when we begin to establish the telephone rates f o r
the dozens oi my riad of companies in all areas of services,
Iadxes and g e n t ' emen, the fun xs just going to begin.

PRESIDENT: Your tame is expi r i ng .

SENATOR SCHMIT: Thank you, Mr . Pr e si de n t .

PRESIDENT: Senator Higgins. You released your time to Senator
Johnson, ves...I mean Senato" Schmit. Senator Va r d J oh n s o n .

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, it
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