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it. Read it, and if you can in good conscience then pursue the
course you have undertaken for yourself and your constituents, I
would suggest you have a di fferent sense of fair play and
responsibility to your constituents than I was taught.

PRESIDENT: Y o u r t i me i s e xp i r i ng .

SENATOR SCHMIT: I hope I have a chance t o s p e a k a g a i n .

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r H o a g l a n d .

SENATOR HOAGLAIID: (No response. )

PRESIDENT: Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President. I woul d j u st say
briefly that again for those people who do not haveanyone to
represent them, I do not feel tha this bill would be in the
best interest of the small businessmen who represent the largest
number of employee, ir. thi.. country. More than all the biggest
businesse . in the c ountry, small bu s i n es s men h i r e more
employees . I t h i nk abou . t h os e p e o p l e w h o w i l l au t om a t i ca l l y
get phone bills increased and will be totally and completely cut
off from the outside world, and I shudder to think of some poor
nelpless individual being a lone i n t he i r h ome a nd hear i n g
someone try to breai in, and t he y d o n ' t even h av e a p h on e t o
call 911. I ask vou to consider those constituents of your . I
wisn t h i s b i l l had no t come up in an election year because I
th'nk that there is a great deal of pressure this year because
i t i s an el ec t i on yea r . I wou l d y i e l d t h e r est of my t i me t o

S ENATOR SCHMIT: Th a n k y o u , Senator Higgins. O ne of my good
friends in this body told me, I think I am going to vote for the
bi 11 b ec a u se I be l i eve i t i s goo d f o r ec ono m ic d e v e l o p ment. I
would j u s t l i ke t o su gg e s t a n d f o l l ow u p what Senator Higgins
nas said. Economic development for whom'?For a f e w t e l ep h o ne
companies or economic de:elopment that w il l encou r a g e d oze N s ,
nundreds, thousands of industries to come to this state because
telephone rates are competitive, because t e l ep h o ne r ates a r e
fair, because t here is true competition, not a monopoly.
Senator Vard Johnson speaking earlier spoke abou t w h a t w a s goi n g
to happen on the f rst of January, 198. , with reference to what
could possibly be a 6 1 ,2 percert increase or a 6 I/2 percent
sales tax. Let me tell you, ladies and gentlemen, that will
become k n ow n a s b l a ck T h u r s d ay , b l a ck T h u r s da y b e c ause a lso on

Senator Schmit.
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