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p ass a bi l l t o bai l o u t ? And t he n h e suggested we should just
deregulate long distance. Well, Senator Abboud, the issue isn' t
so much "making money as destroying a system." Let me explain
that. At the present t ime, as I h av e t r i ed to suggest
repeatedly, you are forced to charge art i f i c i al l y h i gh r at e s f o r
l et ' s say this particular product. Let' s s a y a g ro c e r y s t o r e i s
ordered b y v r t u e o f t he order from the Commission to charge $1
for a loaf of bread, and then they are ordered by the Commission
to sell anothe: product at one-half or one-third of cost, let' s
say sell all the meat at one-third of cost. T hat a l l wor k s g o o d
if you have a closed system and ever y body ha s t o d o t he same
thang, but that xs not the way the world zs a nymore because, y o u
see, the customer that walks in and says or sees that youare
charging him $1 for bread says, bu t I c an bu y t he bread
somewhere el se or I can get a different substitute for the
~read. I can get i . for 5G cents, why s h o u l d I pay you $1.
That is what we have going on. And so the base that makes up,
t he base , i r. ot h e r w o r d s all the customers t hat make up that
company, they are b e ing lost and the company is being eroded,
and they w i l l no t be able eventually under these conditions to
subsidize artificially over here, t he me a t .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR DECAMP: Therefore, the system is as proposed to begin a
p rocess , a p r oce ss ov er a p er i od o f t i me , wh i ch wi l l a l l o w
actual cost to be charged for the produc , and so , ye s , one o f
the first thang you would see as thz s b i l l mov e s i nt o e f f ect i s
a l ow e r i n g , a l owe r i n g of cost for c e rtain services, long
distance as one example. You may see and will see, irrespective
of whether this bill pas es or not, you will see s ome changes i n
some local telephone rates, in other words to meet t he act u al
cost of providing that servic . B u . un l e s s v o u d o t h i s , unless
you begin the process, and that zs al l we ar e do i ng i s be gi nn i ng
t he p r o c ess z n an o r d er l y f ashi on , u n l e s you d o i t , t h e
consequences I tnink are much worse. You are g o i n g t o de st r o y a
very good company, many of them that ex>st.

PRESIDENT: Ta m e z s exp i r i n g .

SENATOR DECAMP: I wou l d ask y ou n ot t o k i l l t h e b i l l .

PRESIDENT: Senator Goll.

SENATOR GOLI: Mr. President and colleagues, we have listened to
the issues surrounding LB 835 for over two months. According to
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