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going to have, you know, a 5.5 percent sales tax, a 5.5 percent
sales tax rate. You know the poor people can't pay it. Well,
Omaha and Lincoln, probably between t he t wo , have 30 to
40 percent of the population of the state. Now I di d no t see
Senator Johnson or anybody else introduce legislation this year
to take the 1.5 percent away from Omaha and Lincoln. I d i d n ' t
see anybody, anybody that has voted against this bill, anybody
talk against this bill. I heard yesterday eloquent Senator Lamb
. tand up and say we haven't done anything for agriculture. He
talked about this bill coming up today. We' ve been doing things
f or ag r i cu l t u r e a l l week, for all session we have. But how
short our memories get on certain things. I s a w t h i s
legislative body, yesterday, fail to override a $486,000 veto to
political subdivisions, cities. In light of the Gramm-Rudman
cuts coming up these cities, other ones, deserve the same right,
the same right that Omaha and Lincoln has that apparent l y Var d
Johnson a n d ot h er s do not want to try to take away. They
deserve the same right to make up for these losses in revenues.
Now th e p e o p l e p o l l , after poll, have talked about sales tax as
a fair tax. This has to be voted on by the people themselves in
those communities. It is not asking for too much. I t i s n ot
asking for too little. It gives them the same option that Omaha
and Lincoln have had for a good number of years. I t h i n k i t i s
only fair to vote down Senator Johnson's amendment to return,
a nd pass t h i s b i l l , hop e f u l l y w i th t he E c l a u s e .

PRESIDENT: S e n a to r Mo rehead.

SENATOR MOREHEAD: This whole issue certainly points up the need
for the tax study that w e h ave a u t h o r i z e d . Maybe Senator
Johnson thinks that we' ve enacted a sales tax in perpetuity.
First of all, it h asn't even been signed, let alone read
finally. And the next thing is that we have all found out in
here that we can come back next January, o r the people o c cupy i ng
these 4 9 chai r s , and they c a n und o what we h ave done. Now,
granted, they may not do that, but that option is theirs. Like
Senator Pa p pa s p oi nt e d out, this is by a vote of the people.
Now I know Senator Lamb is following my talk, and I c an j us t
a bout un d e r s t an d wh a t h e's go i n g to s a y beca use I ' v e b e en
hearing it from my rural people too. A ci t y v o t e s i t i n , and i t
is taxation without representation because we, from the country,
come in and we have to buy goods in the city, a nd we didn ' t ha v e
any say on t h a t v ot e . If I'm back here next year, I'm going to
come in with bill that says let's go on with a county sales tax
and t h e n dev i se a formula and we' ll distribute that. The
country people will have their say. The ci t i e s w i l l h av e t hei r
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