
A pri l 1 5 , 1 9 8 6 LB 890

LB 890 will permit that to be a 5.5 percent rate in first class
cities, in second class cities, across this state. In addition,
you and I p a s sed LB 662 , l a s t yea r , which w i l l b e o n t he bal lo t
in November 1986. And if LB 662 is maintained, w hich I h o p e i t
is, for the basic purpose of property tax relief, we ar e go i ng
t o h a v e a 6 . 5 p e rce n t rate, not just in Omaha,not j u s t i n
Lincoln, not just in Bellevue, but all first class c i t i e s , and
all second class cities where the voters decide to put in a
6 .5 per cen t r at e . To put this heavy a sales t ax bu r d e n on
moderate income people a nd p o o r p e o p l e i s w ro n g . I t i s j u st
plain wrong. And I don't care if the voters themselves decide
to put it in , I don't care if the voters themselves decide to
put i t i n , p er i odi c al l y t h er e are some things that are j u st
plain wrong to do. Wasn't the best of things to do it in Omaha,
but in Omaha it t urned out that we were in a desperate fix
because of some CIR decisions back in the early 1980s, and we
needed additional revenue, so the voters put it on. That i s
where i t zs . And L i nco l n , L i nco l n c a me i n a ye a r l at e r an d k i nd
of hitched its tar to the Omaha wagon and i t p ut i t o n a s we l l .
But )ust because there has been a wagon doesn't mean that the
wagon train shouldn't stop. I t s h o u l d s t o p . I f you and I , a s
state senators, are committed to increasing the state r ate t .­
4 percent , wh i ch ap pe a r s t o b e a m a J o r z t y w i l l i n t h i s bod y ,
then you an d I sho u l d n o t be v o t i ng f or l eg i s l a t i on wh i c h would
allow a s tatewide rate of 5.5 percent to the detriment of
moderate income people and poor p eop l e , to the detriment of
those farmers and ranchers who don't lave in the cities and got
to pay the h gher tax rate, comes a time when you simply say no.
And I t h i n k t h i s i s one of those times. For t hat r e aso n, I
would move that LB 890 be returned to Select File for a s peci f i c
amendment, strike the enacting clause which is the equivalent of
k i l l i ng t h e b i l l .

PRESIDENT: The Ch ai r recognizes Senato r P a ppas . The Chai r
w ashes t o r ec i t e t h e f ol l ow i n g speaking list at th e pr esent
time. Aft e r Se nator Pappas, Senato r N o r e head , S ena to r L a mb,
Senator Vickers, Senator Higgins, Senator W arner , and Sen a t o r
DeCamp. Sena to r P appas .

SENATOR PAPPAS: Nr. President, colleagues, I get a little
confused. I g uess I haven't been ar o u nd he r e l ong e n ough.
First of all I think I am appalled at what Senator Vard Johnson
stands up here and so eloquently talks a bout . You kn ow , I look
at w h a t ne sa i d . He swid yesterday, yesterday we passed this
half cent increase, half "ent i ncrease i n sal e s tax. Come
January, when it goes into effect, poor Omaha and Lincoln are
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