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questions on that'?

SPEAKER NICHOL: Okay, Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President. First of all, I
want to thank Senator Hannibal fo r b r i ng i n g t hi s t o ou r
attention. I t still isn't clear to me who is going to pay this
sales tax on services, if it' s going to be the people or if it' s
going to be the utilities. If i t's the u t i l i t i e s, I supp ose
t hey w o u ld t hen pa ss that cost on to the consumer. I have
pledged that I would not vote for any t ax es o n ser v i ces , any
additional taxes on services, but by putting the bingo and the
p ick l e l aw i n t h i s sam e b i l l , i t k i nd o f put s you b etween a
rock and a hard place. As Senator Withem says, it puts you in a
pickle. It's true that the amendment was handed out,as Senator
Hanniba l sai d , at e i gh t o ' c l o c k a t n i gh t , but i t pu t s al l o f u s
in a position of wondering that late hour and as tired as we all
were, a s much a s we h ad t o do to studying it, i t ' s very
difficult now t o make a decision on this bill. I f we d o n o t
enact this bill into l aw, then I do not kn ow wh at the
ramifications will be a bout the other parts of the law or the
b i l l . Ju st exac t l y h ow much w i l l we b e st r i k i n g f r om t he l aw?
I don ' t know if o n a m otion that I have filed to strike the
enacting clause, Mr. President, i f I ' m a l l owe d t o a sk an y

SPEAKER NICHOL: Yes, you have time to ask questions if you' d
l ike now.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you. S enator J o h n s on .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vard, please.

S ENATOR V. JOHNSON: Y e s .

SENATOR HIGGINS: Would you answer me and tell me exact l y wh at
this sales tax on services, who ul t i m a t e l y w i l l p ay i t ?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Well, the pe r s on t h a t pay s a sales t a x o n
service will be the person who is the consumer of whatever t he
i ns t a l l at i on o f t he p ub l i c utility happens to be. Thus, i f a
person contracts to have services run from the street i nt o t he
house, then that person who is buying that service will pay the
tax and the question of course i s , who w i l l be t he b uy e r o f the
services'. Sometimes that will be a new construction contract
that will be t he purchaser of those kinds of ser vices.
Sometimes i t wi l l be the homeowner per se that will be the
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