April 14, 1986 LB 31

bot h neasures over on to Final Reading so that we have a choi ce.

You know it is pretty late here. |t js alnpst eight o clock and
I don't know if we' re all thinking through our options very
clearly. But I don't think the headlines have toread e want
both the sales and incone taxrate. Clearly it is a choice

between the two. But we don't necessarily npeed to make that
choice now at eight o clock on a couple of days left to go in
the session. I truly would like to recomrend, that without gn
comnmi tnent on your part, that some formof LB 31 be advanced an¥1
that you support this amendment. Let ne add one last thing, if

| could. Mr. President, could you banga little bit there, I'd
like to make one point, if you don't m nd.

PRESIDENT: (Gavel .) May we have order in the Chanmber so that
Senat or Wesely can feel he's being heard and that you may hear
Senator Wesely. (Gavel.)

SENATOR WESELY: | know it's getting late. PBut |et me nmake one
point that | think we are forgetting. e do a Iot of berating
about the situation that we are in here. But if you would
remenber back to last fall when we met in gspecial session, if

you woul d remember back to the decision that we made on the
budget and our feeling about the tax increase gnd income t ax,
you would remenmber that our sentinent was clear to go wth an
Incone tax increase that would not stop at the end of year
and woul d prepare for the problenms we are now faci ng wnth the
budget. And if the Governor had agreed and supported us in g,
efforts last fall, we wuldn't even be talking about a tax
increase at this point. We would have in place the incone

the level it had been, and at 20 percent we would have had the
nmoney to fund the budget We woul dn’'t have to be going through
this exercise. We would have an adequate reserve. Wewould not

be back in the fall, and the different problems that we' ve been
going through for several nmonths would have been taken care s

We had some foresight inthis bOdy We saw this day com ng.
And | think it is high time we recognize the fact that "many of

us wererecogni zing a day of reckoning nonths ago, upported an
incone tax increase, were not able to get that brougﬁ In

special session, and now we are back here bashing away, tr

to take what proper action needs to be taken with a |ot of eat
being applied to some of us up for election, some of us thinking
about that down the road, and recognizing this is a very

unpopul ar position to take. This isn't easy for some of you. |
|l ook at this sheet and | see 27 people voted for the advancenent

of that bill. And t hey stuck their neck out and they did it
knowi ng that that is the right thing to do, knowing the
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