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budget went back into those areas for the most part, wth the
exception of mental retardation where you have the strongest
lobbying forces, where you have, yes, a great need, but also the
nost capabl e individuals insofar as extracting mpney from the
t axpayers of the state is concerned. When you increase the
sal es tax you take fromthose who are |east able to pay and you
take it fromthose people who pay it bit by bit and, therefore,
do not feel it so badly, but it is the nost regressive tax we
have. I would suggest that we have not addressed the issue
well. And | woul d suggest that | recogni ze what has been goi ng
on. We are going to hear other comments here before these | ast
two days are over about how we need to hold down the cost on
this bill or that bill, howwe can't afford this or that. |[et
me tell you that this is not the |ast of the issue. I predict
that given some nmmjor catastrophe that nmight yet occur, that
m ght boost the econony, that we will see further degradation in
the econony, and with that, further deterioration in the gy ply
of funds. When that occurs you are going to cone back and ﬁave
to make some of the same hard choices that we pgpde last year,
not once but twice. And once again when we do that sone ©of us
who had our favorite projects included this time will pe
di sal | owed. So then it will becone again each tinme a snaller
and smaller circle until there will be only those that are gy
owerful, very influential that will remain untouched. |t has
appened year, after year, after year. Andl know we hear a | ot
of tal k about responsibility in governnent. Andl can make as
good a speech about that as anyonecan. | had bill s here on
this floor, | had bills in conmittees that would have gddressed
that at a time when we had the resources, when the economy was
inproving and growing. But at a time when the economy s not
gr owi n%_v\e have not yet dedicated funds to those areas that will
i

make this econony boom | think it is wong to do those things
that we have done. |' ve said it before. | think it was a tot al
error on the part of this Legislature and on ¢{he part of the
Governor to include a 3 percent salary increase for state

enpl oyees, far better to have reduced that” Andl| can be called
a Scrooge, if you like, but | have faced people day after day,
inthe last two or three nonths, who have |ost their farns,
their businesses, they are losing their homes. Andwhen you go
back home and tell them that you nust, to be fair, increase
state spending for wages, | suggest you go back to ny area. Go
back to nost of the businesses. pusinessmen and wonen you deal
with and tell themyou cannot fill those jobs, and it "is not
fair not to give state enployees a wage increase, when you have
negative inflation. Try to explainthat to the million five
hundred sonme t housand people out there who do notdraw a state
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