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measure to raise money for the roads. It is not proposed as
that. It is proposed as a budget balancing of the General Fund.
To sneak that extra half cent of sales tax on new automobile
purchases into the Highway Trust Fund,without coming forward
a nd saying , c i t i ze n s , we are going to raise your taxes to bui ld
r oads , I t h i n k i s a decep t i on . We need th e money. At t h i s
point we' re talking about balancing the General Funds. I 'm sure
there has not been any member of this Legislature that has been
more supportive of money for building roads since I' ve been
here. The first year I had an opportunity to in roduce a bi l l I
introduced a bill into the Revenue Committee saying l e t ' s h a ve a
variable gas tax for cities and counties. I didn't get t h e
support from Senator Hefner to get that bill out onto the floor.
Last year I h a d a penny gas tax bill. I . . . Senato r H e f n e r
indicated he had a con flict of interest, did not support
b r i n g i n g t h a t b i l l out . ' don't recall getting Senator Abboud's
vote on that measure. We got it passed anyway. What I'm saying
to those two is, if we need that money for road construction,
come forward with a bill to raise the m oney for r o ad
construct>on for cities and counties, come in the front door,
not in the back door. This is a back door attempt. For t h at
reason I'm not going to support i t .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Warner, please.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President,members of the Legislature, the
other day when the mo tion was made t o cap t h er e was no
d iscuss i on , exc e p t b y p r o p o nent s an d o n e o p p onent . B ut t h e
discussion that we are having now was not made. N ow I suppor t e d
Senator Withem's bill last year, I be l i e v e. An d I ' l l t el l you
since December through March the cities and counties, with t he
additional half cent...additional 1 cent of gas tax collected in
actual figures S865,000 less than they did 12 months before when
the gas tax was less. The purpose of retaining thxs half cent
to the Highway Trust Fund,and most of you argue Department of
Roads, what y o u r e a l l y ar e arguing is the re ceipts f or l oca l
governments, cities and c ounties, because the state is taken
care of with the variable, doesn't effect them. It is true that
the gas tax does not need to be as high. But it does not affect
their budget in that sense. It's a little strange , you j u st
adopted an amendment to cap it. . . t o u n cap i t Ju n e 3 0 , 19 8 7 . Now
the argument must h ave b ee n , wh en t h at w a s d o n e , t hat i t i s
right on July 1, 1987, to have that sales tax for motor vehicles
continue to go to the Highway Trust Fund. I f i t i s r i gh t o n
J uly 1 wha t x s w r o n g a b ou t J a n u ar y 1 ? The pr i n c i p l e , obv i o u s ly ,
is there. If you adopt it for January 1 at least you provide a
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