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and I intend to do that.

on how that budget should be shaped. Given those facts, I felt
the responsible thing to do was to vote for the items that we
did have at our disposal. And I voted saying I was unwilling to
make those cuts in those areas. And I'm going to be here voting
to increase the sales tax, the delayed sales tax January 1,
because I think it is only responsible that if we say wha t t he
b udget n um ber s sn ou l d be, the total budget numbers should be,
and that budget number obviously can't be hit with current level
of revenues, then it is also important for us to be r esponsib l e
and s ay we ar e wil l ng t o mak e t he hard v ot e , howe v e r
p ol i t i c al l y u np o p u l a r i t may b e, to fund that budget, and then
try to defend, in your own mind, defend to your constituents why
you thought it wa important to do so. I'm prepared to do that

SPEAKER NICHOL: Than k y ou . Senator Abb o ud , t hen Senator

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, colleagues, just a couple of
remarks about this amendment of Senator Warner's. I t h i n k t h at
one o f t h e ma) or responsibilities of the state is adequate
roads. I t h ink at least i n D o u g l a s Cou n t y , S arpy, Do u g l a s
County we' ve had some problems with roads in the past. We
seem...every spi.ing there seems to be a crop of chuckholes that
pop up. And this spring is noexcept i o n . I t h i nk t h at i n
driving different parts of the state I realize that sometimes
t he r o a d s a r e i n b ad s h a p e . But I think in our particular area
we' ve had some very major problems with our interstate system.
They just got done asphalting it, and I don't know how long that
is going to last. But I think that every little bit that the
state can contribute to make our r oads a l i t t l e bi t be t t er , a
little bit safer, is something that we should strive for. Now I
don' think that the roads are in perfect shape r igh t n o w . And
I do think that more money does need to be put in there, or at
least keeping the funding that we presently have in, or a t l e ast
at the levels...the percentage of the levels that we put into
t he Hi ghway T r us t F u n d . I think the trust fund is a g oo d i de a
because it...the money is always there, year after year. It
provides an adequate supply of money for the c onstruction of
highways. Now I don't know if this a problem, if highways are a
problem in your district, but they are in my district. I t h i n k
that we should keep the money i.n there. With t h a t , I ' m goi n g t o
s upport S e na to r Warne r 's amendment. T han k y o u .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hefner, please, then Senator Withem.

Hefner.
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