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SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr. President, I don't know if we have the
votes for this and I am not going to take a lot of time. As you
can see, neither one of us are jumping up to offer it, but as I
have listened to the debate, we ear l i e r sa i d o r i t w as st at e d b y
the Appropriations Committee that it was important for us to
protect the health and the education of our citizens. I equally
feel that we need to protect the interest of natural resources.
This funding would reinstate many of the cuts made in the areas
of natural resources. I think that we have made substantial
steps forward in regard to protecting the water, the so i l , and
the air zn thxs state through passage of at least three b ills
that I can think of, offhand, today and I th i nk i t i s i mpo r t an t
for us to recognize that we are no t just ta l king i n t h i s
particular case about water quantity or quality but also water
quantity, and we are asking the Natural Resources District to do
m ore wi t h l i mi t ed f und s , and so r a t h e r t h an t ak e a lo t of t i me ,
I think all of us have made up our mind as far as what motions
we are go i n g to sup p o r t a n d op p o s e . I would just urge the body
to reinstate the cuts in this particular area as they apply to
the natural resources which I think are both important, n ot on l y
to those of us in the rural areas, but also to tho se i n the
urban ar e as a s w e l l .

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President, I want to just commend Senator
Johnson for the suggestion that we o ffer this motion, not
because it w ill have any chance of success, because the die is
cast. I think it is important, however, that we provide this
body the opportunity to go on r ecord b ecause I don ' t kno w o f
anybody t h at h a s extolled the virtues of soil and wat er
conservation more eloquently, more loudly, more vociferously
t han does t h i s on e . N or do I kn o w o f a n y p r es s zn this state or
any other state that places a higner priority on soil and water
conserva t i o n t ha n d oes t h e p r e ss of Neb r a s k a . You have re a d
more written words and h eard m o r e wo r d s ov e r radio and
television as to why we must protect the soil and water than
probably any other single entity, unless it might be education,
but I would suggest that i n an ar ea wher e yo u spend
$300 million, plus or minus, o n c e rt a i n ph a se s o f ed u c a t i o n ,
$300 million a year on roads in one capacity or another, t hat a
mill>on or so spent on conservation of the soil an d wa ter i s not
an excessive amount. Certainly we ought to be a b l e t o sp end
one-third of I percent as much to conserve the soil and the
water as we spend to cover it up with concrete. I kno w t hat
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