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cut of $361 for the Department of Roads. I mean do y o u r ea l l y
think their three hundred or so mi l l i on dol l ar b ud g et c a n
withstand that? I am not sure, and I figure why add i nsul t t o
injury, why not just give it back to them? I mean, you know, i n
my op i n i o n i t i s l ud i cr o u s t o show it there listed and I don' t
mean to take this out on the mental health of Governor Kerrey as
Senator Marsh suggested but I really think that we are l o oki n g
at cuts ir. our budget that go deep into education, deep into
social services, areas that we really need to keep vibrant, we
need to support. We have got a three hundred,r oughly , t h r e e
hundred million dollar budget that goes unchecked and that is in
the Department of Roads. We are going to be looking at, because
of the add ins that we have done with the budget in the l a st
hour and a ha lf to two hours,we are going to be looking at a
sales tax increase. We are going to be looking at a sales t ax
increase, half a percent. That is what the package, that is
what the program provides for. W e have gone t h r o ugh and we h a v e
done almost verbatim the entire package. The last step, since
we didn't dc the Commissions, but the last step is going to be
the half cent sales tax, and I h o p e t h e gr e e n s g o up a s f ast .
then as t hey did on theother things, faster than they did on
the Commissions, but I would ha:e you take a look and c ons i d e r
when there is talk about that sales tax that those monies that
would go into the Highway Trust Fund not be exempted from that
sales t ax be cau se t he r e is going to be a move in that regard.
There is going to be a move to s ay th e H i g h way T r u s t Fund, t h e
highways, the projects that have started, are in trouble, and i f
they don't receive their monies through this additional half
cent sales tax that they are going to be in trouble. Well , i f
we pu t a c ap on i t o f $36 1 , I wou l d be wi l l i ng t o g i v e t h em
their half cent sales tax that they get up t o $36 1 , a nd wi t h
that, I am going to ask, when this comes to a conclusion, for a
call of the house and a roll call vote, Mr. P r e s i d e n t . Th ank

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r Wa r n er , d o y o u w i s h t o spe a k o n S e n a t o r
H al l ' s m o ti o n' ?

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President,members of the L egislature, I
think I un derstand what Senator Hall is trying to make a point
on. However, I would point out that the General Fund money i n
this particular agency has nothing to do with roads. It is like
the...similar to other agencies, for example, o ne of t h e g r o u p s
we o v e r r o d e t od a y, wa s in t he Depa rtment o f Eco n o mi c
Development , and has nothing to do with that as an agency . I t
is where it happens to be housed. There is a n ap propriation

you.

12067


