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Because i t . . . I at l e ast am speaking for myself personally,
because I think it was important that we move from what had been
the practice as long as I have been on the committee of
essentially arriving at an a ppropriation by negotiation, for
lack of a better term, to one that both reflected the k inds o f
program that a region had that both reflected equitably. . .equi t y
between regions, that this approach was desirable but in order
to accomplish it and not hold any. . .and no t a t t h e expe n s e of
any ex i s t i ng r eg i on , much l i ke t he i ssu e we de a l t wi t h on
Medicai d w i t h t he coun t i e s , i t r equ i r ed addit i o na l f und s , and
t hi s l e ve l of f u ndi n g acco mp l i s he d a l l o f t hem . The second
portion is on the advocacy groups. A s you know, t he Gov e r n o r
cut those in half. The recommendation is to r estor e t h e m a s
that reflected the majority decision of the body at the time i t
was done, both on Select Fileas well as part of it on General
Fi le . So I move t h e i r ado p t i on .

P RESIDENT: Tha n k y o u , S e n a t o r W a r n e r . S enator S i e c k .

SENATOR SIEGE: Mr. President and members of the body, I want to
urge your support for overriding the Governor's veto of
community mental retardation funding. As you will recall, it
was my motion which you supported on a vote of 25 to 4 t o add
$ 1,270,00 0 t o t he cu r r ent funding of mental retardation
services. Now, I would like to take just a minute to remind you
of a couple of hings. First, please remember t hat if t h e
community mental retardation programs were fully funded, as
outlined in last year's appropriations bill, it would require an
additional $5,900,000. None of these programs a re ad e q u a t e l y
funded to do the job they need to do for the people already
being se r v e d . We do n ' t have t h e $5 mi l l i o n , u n f o r t un a t e l y .
Instead, I recommend one step, a very significant step toward
that goal, your action to add $1,270,000 and it will help a lot.
Second, I want you to remember that money spent for community
mental retardation services is money spent in every one of our
legi s l a t i v e d i st r i ct s . Tha t i s mon e y g o i n g i n t o t h e e co n omy of
your district to pay for suppliesand pay for staff and it is
also another kind of an economic d evelopment. Now , I jus t
thought of this from a speaker that spoke at a convention that
was held o v e r t h e w e ekend . (Gavel.) It was a missionary f rom
Madagascar and he said, you people in America, all you think of
is who brings economics into the s ta te . You don ' t t hin k o f
people. You don't think of the needs of your people. You
always think of those who are making money and you have got to
help them make more. Here we are taking a little bit, just a
very small fraction from our people to help people and yet it is
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