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the nunber of buses, particularly the smaller buses inpart that
woul d replace |arger buses, and also the few | arger buses woul d

be nore efficient as well as far as fuel consunption. And
between those two itens there would be a significant reduction
in their cost of operation. This becones inportant because the
aid that was fornerly available fromfederal funds has declined
andis likely to continually decline, but more. agnd as well as

state aid has also been reduced |ast session. Thereis one
other thing it seems to me is unique. Youcan have discussion
about the ability for | ocal propertytax to be assessed but
Metro is different in that it overlaps a nunmber of governnental

subdi vi si ons. And, as | recall, the propertytax authorization
does affect a portion of the area they cover but because they
lap over, in not only into other governnmental subdivisions,
other municipali ties, theyalso overlapon a county basis as
well and it is particularly conplex then to assune that those

addi tional funds could be acquired readily even though we did
enact |egislation earlier this sessjon that authorized a higher
mll levy as a part of the City of Omha's b udget . But that
does not affect, as | wunderstand it, the ability of other
gover nnent al subdivisions within the Metro area tg participate
in that |[|evy. Because it is a one-tinme cost, then it seened
reasonable, and has beenin the budget all al ong, reasonable
that this, too, be overridden. The second half is $200,000 for
the small watershed programand this, too, prinarily i s pecause
of particular unique problens in one commnit%/. Qbvi ously, the
smal | watershed program applies to a variety of projects as g5
as eligibility is concerned across the state. But the
particul ar area that has been addressed |ast year and again this
year involves the area above the community of DeWtt which
suffered severe flood damage, you will recall, g couple of years
ago. Not only did it create a trenmendous anobunt of darage to
its principal area of employnent as far as a manufacturing
plant, but there was additional damage, of course, to the town
in general, as well as surrounding agricultural area. It was
felt that these two situations,phile they primarily deal with
individual areas in the state, were of suffpi cient merit that
these two ought to be considered and approved by the Legislature
as an override. And with that, | would urge the body do just
that. While the primary inpact is isolated in ternms of |ogcale
and not statewi de, they are of significant uniqueness that |
think there is anple justification for this override to occur.

PRESIDENT: Senator Pappas.

SENATOR PAPPAS: M. President, | would request tqo divide the
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