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support a $673,000 override to the vocational technical schools
that you and I have collectively seen fit to be t ot a l l y l oca l
operations. We do no t appoint boards of regents for the voc
tech schools. No, they are locally elected. We have gi ve n t he
vocational technical schools their own tax base, i . e . , t h e
property tax. We have allowed the vocational tech schools t he
freedom to set their own tuition r ates , w h i c h t h e y d o . A ll we
h ave done ove r t h e ye ar s is to provide a su bsidy t o t h e
vocational technical schools. But those schools are not a
primary responsibility for us, as ar e th e pub l i c schools .
Elementary and secondary education isa legislative function.
It turns out that we have delegated it to local schools boards,
but by our Cons titution i t i s a l eg i s l at i v e f unc t i on .
Vocational technical community colleges are not a legislative
function. In these difficult economic times it seems to me that
if we ar e to sustain cuts,one of the primary places to cut
would be in those areas that truly are not a primary legislative
function, and the vocational technical school is one o f t h o s e .
Now rather than )ust blithely go through this list and override
all the vetoes, I have been very selective of my vo t e s and I
s uspect so m e o f you ha v e a s wel l . But t hi s i s an a r ea w h er e I
t h in k se l e ct i v i t y says that, in the absen ce of any
constitutional requ irement that t he Legi slature tak e
responsibility for vocational technical schools, that t h i s
particular veto surely ought to s tand .

PRESIDENT: Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President. Members of the body,
I stand to ask your support in overriding the Governor's veto of
the funding for the technical community colleges. We' ve done a
lot of t alk here on the floor in the last hour or so about the
priorities that we have as far as the state is concerned, about
the importance of education and health as it pertains to the
state, of the past commitments that were made in the generations
before us, and of our belief in the future. The com munity
colleges play an im portant role in the future of the State of
Nebraska, gust as important in their own way a s a n y t h i n g e l se
that we ar e lo oking at here t o da y . Th e y pr ov i de o ng o i n g
education, as well as future employment to individuals w ith i n
the State of Nebraska. Elimination of these.. support to these
colleges translates into nothing o ther t han p r o p e r ty t ax
increase. And that is something else that we' ve been spending a
lot of time talking about and being concerned about. And you go
back to y our d istricts and the first thing that any one will
tel l you z n you r d i s t r i c t i s t h e t ax , they can't support the
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