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S enator N e l s o n .

the north balcony. There are 23 fourth graders f rom Wi l l i am s
Elementary School in Columbus accompanied by their teacher. We
welcome you to the Legislature. I f you ' l l s tand u p , p l eas e ,
we'd like to thank you for coming down to see us. I have a
series of names up here that may or may not apply to thi s
particular issue, but I' ll recognise them in order. Firs t i s

SENATOR NELSON: Mr . Pres>dent, members of the body, I, too,
hope that you see fit to vote for the override on this the same.
I never made an issue of it when we were discussing LB 796, but
our community colleges are facing the same court of industrial
r ela t i o n s . And I think back a few days ago we were talking
about a 3 percent rai." ~n salary for the state colleges, and
over 4 pe r ce nt and some on the u niversity. A nd o u r
colleges...zn my own college, if they have to absorb that along
with th is loss, we are tal king about be t w ee n 70 0 and
800 thousand dollars. And that xn essence either just about
decimates the college, or in turn it zs not there to retrain
people for jobs or a new industry that comes in the state . Th at
is one of the very fxrst thr ongs that they ask for. I'm no t
going to s tand here and makea long speech out of this. I t i s
something t h a t wi l l s i mp l y h a v e t o go b a c k p ar t i al l y onto t he
local property taxpayer. A nd I t h i nk i t i s t he sam e r at i o n a l e
as all of the rest of these, which pocket does it come out of.
Again the c ommunity college,are suffering just as much as any
of the others. My own college cut out 15 positzons t he o t he r
day and programs, some of these that they have offered maybe for
20 years. So they are watching their budgets. And that is all
I' ll say on it.

PRESIDENT: Senator Vard Johnson, do you wish to speak on t hi s

SENATOR V. J OHNSON: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, I
have yet to speak on the veto overrides. I ' ve had my l i gh t o n
but the q uestion keeps getting called prior tospeaking . I
think the veto overrides are difficult to do. I su s p ec t each
one of you have felt the same way as you' ve gone ahead and done
them. But somet mes it is important for us to r eal l y be v e r y
careful as t o wh at items we a re go in g t o f un d , a n d wh y we a r e
going to fund tnem. We need to know exactly what our r at i on a l e
is. I t is one thang to support a n o v e r r i d e o f $3 . 8 million for
aid to education knowing that the Nebraska Constitution makes
our p r i m ar y l e gi s l at i ve responsibility the support of common
education for the children of our s tate , a n d ano t h e r t hin g t o
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