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we spend on the state level, to support the average student, the
student who will be the backbone of our economy in the future,
has in effect decreased by about $7 million. We in Neb r a s ka a
few years ago passed a bill called 994,with a lot of promise
that we were going to be upgrading our schools in this state.
The bill, 994, had a significant price tag on it when it went
a cross t h r e e y e a r s a g o . That price tag was deleted from t h e
bill. In eff ect we have done nothing then to put more money
into education to upgrade education in our state. The Stat e of
Texas, which our Governor compares us to in terms of the tough
economic decisions they are making i n T e x as , t h ey ar e i n a
s imi l a r ec ono mi c b i nd , w orse t han ou r s p er h a p s . They are
cutting millions of dollars from their budget. One ar e a t h ey
are not touching is education. Many other states, Tennessee,
Mzssissxppx, C a l i f o r n i a , other states have made this commitment
to education in response to the crisis in education reports that
came out three to four years ago. If we don't override this
v eto we w i l l b e m o v i n g i n t h e opposit e d i r ec t i on . I urge you t o
support this override.

SPEAKER NICHOL:
Senator V i c k e rs .

S enator DeCamp, p l ea s e .
T hen Senato r L u n d y .

S enator Mor e h e ad .

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, members, I rise to support this
motion as well. And as pointed out by Senator Withem, t here a r e
some problems with doing this, a s we a l l kno w . I t wa s po i nt e d
out by Senator Abboud, it was mentioned by Senator Warner t hat
we a r e go i n g t o h av e to look at th e r evenue side of the
s i tu a t i o n . But , qu i t e f rank l y , I t h i nk that is the
r esponsib i l i t y t h at we' ve g ot t o t ak e . If we do not, what we
are saying instead is that we are going to allow the p rop e r t y
taxes in t his s tate t o p i ck up an e v e n g r e a t e r share o f t he
burden of providing the educational services that we expect t o
have in this state. Yes, we did pass a major reform bill a few
years ago, and yet have never fully funded it, l i k e a l ot of
other states have done, largely because we never bit that tough
bullet in order to come up with the funds to do it. But I c an
tell you that t here isa lot of property taxes out there that
aren't paid from last year yet. And that problem is not going
to get any less this year, I don ' t t hi n k . So if we think that
we are saying to the schools, here, you just go ahead and do it,
if we think we are saying to the local political subdivisions
that you can h andle it, we can' t, then I think we are kidding
ourselves bec a us e t he y can' t handle i t . And i t i s our
responsibility. I think we ought to meet it. By the way, I
also think that that is the case with the tech schools a s w e ll .
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