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at a point today where we can send a message to t he p e opl e of
the state that well, we are frightened of the future, we are
frustrated, we don't believe in what we' ve built, that we don' t
have enough faith in the future of Nebraska to continue to
invest in it. That kind of message, I t h i n k , w i l l b e t r an s l a t e d
to the younger members of our population is, Nebraska i sn ' t a
place to stay, and maybe you ought to look for some place else.
I think the other message we can send is that the taxpayers are
n o l on ge r wi l l i ng to invest in the future a nd to s u ppor t w h a t
has been left for us by our ancesto rs . I spe ak a s someone who
is a sixth generation western Nebraskan. I don ' t t h i n k t h at i s
what my ancestors would ask t hat I do . I think that my
a ncestors , a n d y o u r s o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , w ould ask t h a t w e s e n d a
message to the p eople of Nebraska of confidence and a message
that Neoraska intends to compete in this ve ry f ast - changi ng ,
challenging, modern era. I think we need to send a message of
confidence in our ystem of higher education, confidence i n ou r
ability to continue to provide quality health care not only for
o ur c ur r e nt mem b e r s of the s t ate, a s well as our ag i n g
population, but I don't think there is a sin g le pe r s o n i n he r e
w ho also d o e s n ' t hop e s ome day t o b e a member of that aging
population. The alternative isn't very pleasant to contemplate.
And I t h ink it is very important that we continue to invest in
the kinds of things that our state and those who went before us
h ave con t r i b u t e d .

SPEAKER NICHOL PRESIDING

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: I think we need to send a message to local
subdiv i s i o n s t o j o i n u s i n t h i s challenge. But I would urge you
to stick with the committee recommendations on this. And j u st
keep i n mi nd , we h ave a l l d r unk f r om w e l l s w e d i d n ' . dr i l l ,
we' ve all sat under the shade of trees we didn't plant. Every
one o f u s i n h e r e ha s go n e t o a school o r d r i ve n o n a r oad t h a t
our personal tax dollars didn't pay a penny toward. And I t h i nk
for us to fail to continue to fund those kinds of things that
this state has provided for us is not in the best interests of
the state, and in fact it is to destroy that legacy that our
ancestor s h av e left us. And I would urge you to join us in
sustaining...or I should say overriding the vetoes a nd f un d i n g
those items that the committee has recommended to you. Thank

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Go l l , d i d you w i sh . ..Senator Wese ly , on

yoll .
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