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not likely to occur by which Senator Exon's bill may get waylaid
or sidetracked. We would have enough time to come back and
hasten a b i l l t h r ou g h and r o l l t he l i m it ba c k to 55 if that' s
what the Legislature chose to do. So there is no chance of
federal funds being lost between now and Ja n uary 15 th beca u s e
the speed limit still will be 55 miles an hour in Nebraska.
Senator Exon has expressed every intent of offering such a bill.
My office talked to his yesterday and since that conversation he
has confirmed it in the newspaper. So instead of taking a long
time, I will respond to any questions you may have, but there is
o ne point I want t o emphasize. The vast majority of fatal
accidents do not occur on the interstate. When a case was being
made for seat belts and attempts were made to amend that bill so
that you didn't have to wear them in the city, statistics were
developed to show that the majority of fatal accidents occurred
under 40 miles an hour very close to a p e r s on ' s h o m e so the
i nt e r s t a t e s t i l l r emai n . the safest means of motor vehicular
traffic in the country travel and as far as the reduction in
fatal accidents, much of that is attributable to breakaway light
posts, to d ifferent road guards along the highway and the
construction of automobiles themselves. But the vast majority
of fatal accidents has never been on the interstatesystem and
that road was engineered for speeds of 75 miles an h our . I n
addition to t h at, people whoare sa l e s pe r sons , t h o s e who d r i ve
t rucks wer e e n c o u r a ged t o set up territories based o n a spee d
limit of 75 m i les an h o u r . Wh en t ha t speed l i m it wa s
artificially and unreasonably reduced to 55 mi le s an h our no
consideration was given to the d islocation and the problems
caused in states such as Nebraska which are vast in territory
and sparse in p opulation. S o I ' m asking that you adopt this
amendment. After that adoption, Senator Hoagland h as an
amendment which would a l low t h e l i m i t t o r ema i n at 55 t h r ou g h
the City of Omaha and around that city. I have no objection to
that amendment, but the one I'm asking you to adopt now is the
one that I had discussed with you yesterday.

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely. The speaking o r de r t h e n i s Senator
Warner, Haberman, Marsh, Morehead and DeCamp. S enator Wese l y .
May we have order in the Chamber, please. (Gavel. )

SENATOR WESELY: Tha n k yo u . Mr. President, this is a scenario I
see happening. I see, number one, Senator Chambers' amendment
getting adopted and S enator Hoa g l a n d ' s amendment getting
adopted, the bill being advanced, the bill being passed, Senator
E xon's b i l l b ei n g i n t r od u c e d . Senator Exon's bill wil l no t
pass. It wil l not even be c lose t o b e i n g p a s s ed . T his i ss u e
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