April 8, 1986 LB 1001

SENATCR R JOHNSON: M. Speaker, pepbers, for those of you that
may be paying attention this latehour | just want to present ny
argunments for this anendnent very quickly, and I' ve told Senat or
Peterson if this particular amendnment jeopardizes pjg pj|| |
certainly will pull it off the bill, but what it does is
rei nstates sone fundi ng for the predat or control program t hat
was cut | ast year in the budget. We've hada number of
negotiations and deliberations with principally the Wool Growers
Associ ati on whi ch was one of the main recipients of the program

The amendnent does basically three things. First of all it
creates a user's fee that will fund the program about
37 percent. The other 63 percent Will pe funded by general

funds. It creates a Cash Fund in the Department of Agriculture.
It also allows the programto solicit funds fromthe checkoff
boards. Many of the checkoff boards have been solicited by ihe
predator or the animal control or Aninmal Danage Control Program
for funding, b»t they said they don't have the authority or (e
ability to con ribute funds to the program so they have been
sort of using that as a crutch to speak agai nst giving any noney
to the program so we' re going to try and circunvent that
problem. Basically, that's the 1gist of the bill. It just
provides for a user's fee structure for those who utilize the
Predator Control Programor. the Animal Damage Control Program as
it's  now known. They would pay a certain fee for each aninal
that was killed or caught as well as some funding from the
General Fund. | believe Senator Vickers has an A bill that wll
acconplish that feat, but if the amendnent goes, fine, if it
does not, that's fine as well. I don't want to jeopardjze
Senator Peterson's Apiary Program but this was the best vehicle
that we could find to reinstate sone funding for the Aninal
Damage Control Program | would nove the anendnent.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Hoagl and.
SENATOR HOAGLAND:  (Response inaudible. )

SPEAKER NICHOL: Okay, any further discussion on the Rod Johnson
amendnent’ ? If not, the question is the adoption of the Rod

Johnson amendment. Oh, oh. Senator Peterson, yes, gnthe Rod
Johnson amendment.

SENATOR PETERSON: M. President and menbers, pot just because

it's mybill, but I did havesome problems. genator Rod Johnson
came back and talked to me a while back and | said | didn' t
agree, that | didn't like it being tacked to mybill, but | gge
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