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SENATOR ABBOUD: ...it's late, but this isa major c h ange.
are changing the Constitution here and I r e a li z e . . .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Okay.

SENATOR ABBOUD: O k ay ' ?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Glad to do it, if I have the time, I mean
I' ll be glad to do it.

SI'EAj;ER NICH<)L: We have a lot of time.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Okay. On impeachment the question arises
as a m a tter o f la w as to w hether or not a legislature may
commence impeachment proceedings i n a s p e c i a l se s i on t hat h as
b een c a l l e d f or p ur p ose s of impeachment. That's a bona f i d e ,
honest to go h que stion. The Nebraska Constitution never
addressed that q uestion sn this measure, i f a p p r oved b y u s a n d
approved b y t h e pe o p l e, would say, yes, impeachment may be done
i n a spe c i a l se ss i on ca l l ed specifically for the purpose of
dealing with an impeachment. The next q uestion that arose
during the course of the impeachment proceedings was, what f o r m
should the actual impeachment resolution take'? How p a r t i cu l a r
need i t b e ? Or how general should it be This p r o p osed
amendment would say that the resolution of impeachment must give
reasonable notice of the a;ts or omissions alleged to constitute
impeachable offense , but doe s n ' t h av e to conform to any
particular style. The th ird big change, I think, is that our
current provision says that the impeachment trial shal l be
conducted by the Supreme Court within ten days, within ten days,
after the Legislature has voted the impeachment. Well, that is
t oo q u i c k a t i me l i ne . You ca n ' t e v en get i nt o sma l l c l ai ms
c our t i n t en d ay s . So this simply says that the impeachment
trial must be conducted i n an ex p ed i t i ou f a sh i o n . It
eliminates that ten day i.equi rement. The next question that
arose was, the next primary question that arose was, w ho s h o u l d
conduct the i m peachment? Now during the course of our last
impeachment the Attorney General's Office took the position that
it should conduct the impeachment...

SPEAI ER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR V. J OHNSON: ...because it is actually the state officer
to do that. This change says, no, the impeachment itself should
b e brought b y t he I.egislature and ma nag-d by t wo sen at o r s
appointed by the Legi slature who may make technical or
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