
April 8 , 1986 LB 1016

some legislation pass in 1987. So I d o sup p or t t he amendment
and do recognize the need to make the change in the bill.

PRESIDENT: Senator Sieck, do you wish to speak on this? May we
have order in the Chamber, please, quiet down your conversation.

SENATOR SIECK: Yes, Mr. President and members of the body, I
echo what Senator Wesely has just reported to you. I do f ee l
that the bill as a whole was a good bill and we need to get the
agriculture department more involved in agriculture enterprises.
But because of the conflict between the Department of E c o nomic
Development and the Department of Agriculture we felt it would
be better to delay this part of it until further study has been
m ade an d see wh et h e r w e c a n ' t b e mor e coh es i v e w ith t h e
problems. But I am appreciative of the fact that we are able to
include the organic portion of it. I do feel that we do have to
recognize what is happening i n N e b r a ska , t hat we have m a ny
i ndiv i d u a l s who a re n o w i n t he or g a n i c f ar m i n g a c t i v i t i e s . And
several years ago I was instrumental in getting the University
to do a s tudy on what organic farming can do in Nebraska and
from this date we have found that it is very profitable and i t
c an b e done and t h er e will be many more farmers will become
interested in this and I do feel that we need to s et so me
guidelines so that we know that it is really raised organically
to the populace of this state. And that is the reason for the
b i l l . Now, I am g oi ng t o read some intent language in there
that was not in the bill and I felt that I had to get it on the
tape. Now , t h e intent of this act is to provide for the
registration of persons who grow or raise food products o r t h e
ingredients for food products which they market, label or
advertise as organic food. Now, I feel that this i s ne c e ssary
that we do recognize these people and get a list of those people
s o w e kn o w wh e r e t h e y a re at. I would be real pleased if we
would get several hundred across the State of Nebraska but that
is going to take us some time. But, at least, we need to get it
in statute and I really do support this amendment.

PRESIDENT: Is there further discussion o n t h e J oh n s o n
amendments? Any closing, Senator Johnson?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr . P re si d e n t . Once again , f o r
t hose o f you who unfortunately were out in the Rotunda, or
simply were not paying attention when I i nt r oduced t h e
amendment, the intent of this amendment is to strike all the
original sections of the bill except for the standards f or
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