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recognize you and thank you for coming in to visit us. All
right, on the Johnson comprehensive amendment, Senator Wesely.

S ENATOR WESELY: Th a n k y o u . Mr. President and members, and I
would s u ppor t t he J ohn s on amendment but do so with so me
reluctance, but I recognize t h e p o l i t i c al si t uat i o n we ar e i n
and I also know that time is short. But let me, for the record,
indicate my concern about the fact that production a gricu l t u r e ,
agriculture is the biggest and largest,most mportant wealth
creating sector in our economy has received i nad e quat e b y o u r
state government. It is clear that the intent of LB 1016 was to
provide more direction from the Department of Agriculture to
provide assistance to develop the economic potential. The
production agriculture provided a number of attempts to provide
assistance to dxversify our crops, to look at new ways in which
p roduct>on a q x x cu l t u r e would have a brighter future in this
s tate and o ve r a num b er of problems that we had wi t h t he
administration and what have you. We were unable to resolve the
conflict and so because of the late date,w e are now hav ing t o
retract a number of those items and go with just one particular
c oncern t h at Sen a to r Sieck has. I support that but I do so
wanting to recognize again that we are doing an i nadequate j ob
for production of agriculture. In the agriculture department
they have cut out most efforts to promote agricu l t u r e . Th ey
have commodity boards and they do a number of things but the
department itself has become a regulatory function and that has
been a concern to the Governor and others to change that focus.
But, nevertheless, it didn't used to be t hat w a y and perha p s
that role ought to be returned to them. But, nevertheless, the
Department of Economic Development, where that role .s now to be
assumed, has not been able to pursue to any great degree a l ot
of work in the production agricultural sector. N ow, they d o a
lot in food processing and I think that is i mportant as wel l .
But production agriculture, the core of agriculture in our
state, is not getting the attention it deserves, is not getting
the funding it de serves and we need to do better than we have
done and that is what LB 1016 was attempting to do and it i s a
very great disappointment that we are not able to accomplish
that goal this year in the midst of the agricultural c ri s i s we
f ace . B ut i t l oo ks l i ke w e w i l l h av e t o do an i nt e r i m st u d y a n d
the Economic Development S pecia l Co mmi t t e e wil l wor k wi t h
Senator Johnson and the Ag Committee as we t r y and pu r sue the
concerns expressed in LB 1016 and, hopefully, n ext year we w i l l
be back w i t h l eg i sl at i on t h a t wi l l be e ven stronger than this
l egi s l a t i o n and w e w i l l be ab l e t o g i ve j ust i ce t o p r o d u c t io n
agriculture in terms of our state programs in this state and see
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