April 8, 1986 LB 1016

recogni ze you and thank you for coming in 4 visit us. All
right, on the Johnson conprehensive anendment, Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Thankyou. M . President and nenbers, and|
would support the Johnson gapendnent but do so with some
reluctance, but I  recognize the political situationwe are in
and | also know that tine is short. But let me, for the record,
i ndicate ny concern about the fact that production agriculture,
agriculture is the biggest and |argest,npst mportant wealth
creating sector in our economy has received inadequate by our
state government. It is clear that the intent of LB 1016 was to
provide more direction fromthe Department of Agriculture to
provi de assistance to develop the econom c potential. The
production agriculture provided a nunber of aftenpts to provide
assistance to dxversify our crops, to |ook at new ways in ..
product>on agxxculture would have a brighter future in this
state and over a number of problems that we had with the
admi ni stration and what have you. W were unable to resolve the
conflict and so because of the late date,we are now having to
retract a nunber of those itenms and go with just one particular
concern that Senator Sjeck has. | support that but |I do so
wanting to recognize again that we are doing an i nadequate job
for production of agriculture. In the agriculture departnment
they have cut out nost efforts to promote agriculture . They
have commodity boards and they do a number of things but the
departnment itself has become a regulatory function and™t hat

been a concern to the CGovernor and others to change that focus.
But, nevertheless, it didn't used to be that way and perhaps
that role ought to be returned to them But, neverthel ess, the
Departnent of Economic Devel opment, where that role .s now to be
assumed, has not been able to pursue to any great degree 5 |t
of work in the production agricultural sector. Now, they do a
lot in food processing and | think that is important as  wel | .
But production agriculture, the core of agriculture in our
state, is not getting the attention it deserves, is not getting
the funding it deservesand we need to do better than we have
done and that is what LB 1016 was attenpting to do and it g 4
very great disappointnment that we are not able to acconplish
that goal this year in the mdst of the agricultural crisi we
face. Bu it looks like we will have to do an interim stuay and
the Economic Devel opment Special Committee will work with
Senator Johnson and the Ag Conmittee aswe try and pursue the
concerns expressed in LB 1016 and, hopefully, ,axt year we will
be back with legislation that will be even stronger than this
legislat ion and we wil | be able to give justice to production
agriculture in ternms of our state progranms in this state and see
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