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windfall for political subdivisions.  Secondly, if it is not,
then it reduces, does it not, the variable gas’tax rate. gjther
it is awndfall with this new noney or it reduces the variable
gas tax rate, and what happens'? In a period of declining gas
prices when the punp prices are down, you are going to reduce
the gas tax on the variable gas tax bases because we are not
going to need as much noney since we are going to be bringing it
in fromthe sales tax on notor vehicles. Either of those two
circunmstances are unacceptable to ne. | want to see...|l want to
see the General Fund crises taken care of too. | yoted green on
t he adoption of the |ast anendnent. | did not mean to do
S5.7 mllion of approprxations either to polltlcal subdi vi si ons
or, in essence, in the alternative if I am m_staken on that,
reduce the variable gas tax obligation by $5.7 m|lion. | want
to use the sales tax to support the General Fund. Thatis what
this amendnent allows us to do. | support the anendnent.

S ENATOR CARSTEN: Thank you, SenatorLandis. sepator Schmit,
pl ease on the Vard Johnson anendnent.

SENATOR SCHNI T: Well, Nr. President and nenbers, this will be a
nost interesting vote. I don't really know exactly how many
votes Senator Vard has for it but | want to rise i'n support of
it. | want to point ou to...l know that Senator Hefner is
deeply concerned about the roads in northeast Nebraska. e all
are. | know that the roads funds are very inportant to g of
us but | said earlier and | say it again, | do not believe it is
fair for all of the sales tax on notor vehicles to go to the
Hi ghway Trust Fund. | think it makes no nore sense for those

funds to all go tothe Highway Trust Fund than for the funds
fromthe sales tax on farm equi pment, for exanple, to go to the

counties, or for the sales tax on sporting goods to go to the
Gane and Parks. | would Iike to point out that | believe it was

during the special session when we had those horrendous cuts
many areas we did cut the Department of Roads budget by

7 1/2 percent. | think you recall how many dollars we t  out
of them. As near as | can tell | believe it was $1, Lg‘;OO,not
exactly a trenendous amount of money. | would hope t hat ot her

agencies do not get that kind of an idea because they can guard
those funds in the manner that we have with the Department of
Roads. We will never be able to cut the budget in any regard
what soever. | want to enphasize again, | have need for roads in
ny area. We have been treated well jp ar ea. We can' t
complain with one or two little exceptions, but for the nost
part., | think that when we are in a position where e have to
ask the university, we have to ask the subdivisions, we have to
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