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deficit to make up, so in a sense it is accurate to say that the
first $36 million of receipts is not for the budget but for the
required reserve and for making up the negative balance that we
are starting out with. Now it is equally accurate to portray
the size of the budget as a need for the change in the tax rate.
Nevertheless, part of what my concern is a lways i s t h e b eg i n n i n g
balance, July, 1987. Wh at we haveconstantly done in re cent
years, as we al' know, is attempted to go with absolute minimal
reserves , a n d t h e n e v e r y y e a r w e h av e p r o b l e ms . I f we d i d n ' t
have p r ob l e m s du r i ng t he co ur se o f t he yea r , we had prob l ems
wi th t h e l lew l i iu op r 1 at I on b» cau: i t h t r e w as no beg l u n l n g
b alance wetly wh sch t c . wo r k . so I w o u l d o f f e r t hi s one - h a l f cen t
increase in sales tax, urge that it be adopted, a nd advanced t o
F aunal Reading , an d t h e n xf there are a number of vetoes and none
of them are overridden, then obviously the bill is n ot ne e d e d .
But if y o u wi s h to fund to the level of appropriations that
currently ..tands, then it seems to me t his is the most
appropriate way to do it, and I would urge that the amendment be
adopted and t n e bill advanced, and then w e s e e w ha t h a p p ens on
approprxatxons as well as the var i ou s A b i l l s t h at are a l so
s t i l ' p end i ng .

SENATOR CARSTEN PRESIDING

SENATOR CARSTEN: T hank you , S e n a t o r W a r n e r . Senator H a r r i s ,
please.

SENATOR HARRIS: Th a n k yo u, Mr. President. I would like to ask
a quest>on of Senator Warner.

S ENATOR CARSTEN: S e n a t o r W a r n e r , wil l you y i e l d t o a que st i o n?

SENATOR WARNER: Y e s.

SENATOR HARB. IS: Sena tor Wa rner, x f t h i s b i l l wou l d adv a n c e
without thxs amendment, could t h e b i l l not t h en b e r etu r ne d f o r
a specific amendment and then this provision a t t a c h e d ?

SENATOR WARNER: It c ould be up till adjournment time tomorrow
night but you could not adjourn until the bill had been reported
b ack p r o p e r l y en g r o s s ed .

SENATOR HARRIS: Okay, thank you, Mr. President. Members of the
Legislature, I am going to oppose this amendment . As you kn ow,
I ha v e en c o u r a ged u s t o con s i d e r an adjournment until May 15 in
order to better understand the situation that we are in. There
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