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subsection 4, or the federal action. Soweare just leaving it
up to the tax conm ssioner, an appointee of the Governor, to
determine how that will be calculated. | j ust believe that is
giving the appointed official too nuch authority. is not
anything that we cannot handle here on a legislative baS| S.  And
I would support the kill notion.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Abboud, then Senator Harris.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, colleagues, | rise to support
the kill notion. | amjust going to tal k about two points, the
first one being that as | mentioned earlier that we are going to
have a tax study and we will take an in depth | ook at how we are
presently taxing the citizens in the State of Nebraska, and what
is, in fact, the best way to tax the citizens in the State of
Nebraska, whether it should be as this bill provides for
allowing a bureaucrat to establish the tax rates for the
citxzens in the State of Nebraska, or whether we should go back
to the Board of Equalization deci di ng thetax rates for sa?
and income tax, or the present systemphere you have the
Legi slature, 49 menbers elected by the citizens inh the State of
Nebr aska deci ding what the inconme and the sales tax rates shoul d
be. But that will be forthcom ng in t hat study that we are

doing, the task force, that will be coming in the com ng years.

My belief is that we should wait until that time make the
decision on which path we should take with the Nebraska t axes
bei ng pi ggybacked on to the federal system Now, the second

part, which really hasn't been touched upon too much in t oday' s
debate, is why there is a need in the first place for the Tax

Conmi ssioner to be | ooking at our piggybacking on the federal
system and that is that the federal government, the Congress,
has been making sonme major chanc};}es back in Vashi ngton with the
tax structure, and it |looks like they are going to continue to

meke some changes. Si ncewe have had a new President that was
elected in 1980, there has been sonme changes in the way Oongress
has been taxing the citizens in this country. Wthrou

'70s we had a consistent increase in the ambunt of tax r es anc‘f
tax revenues going to the State of Nebraska that Senator DeCanp
touched upon. Every year there was an jnpcrease. Every year
there was projections on what that increase would be, and the
projections didn't even go far enough on how rmuch reyvenue that
we did receive through these tax rates. nNow that has just been
the opposite in recent years. Thereis a numberof reasons for
it, the main reason being we are just not making the kind of
noney we had in the_past with the agricu|tura| prices in the
state. Anot her i mportant reason or it isargued that the
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