April 7, 1986 LB 600

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr . President,colleagues, | really didn't go
into nuch of the phil osophy behi nd this partlcul ar anendnment.
expl ai ned what the anendrment actually did but since Senator
Hoagl and brought up the philosophy behind it and phil osophically
why you should be opposed to it, | should probably explain
phi l'osophi cal |y why you should be in favor of the anmendnent.

the present tine we have a court systemthat allows for the
Supreme Court that is the ultimate appellate court systemin the
State of Nebraska. Then we have a district court system which
takes the appeals to sone degree from county court system as
well as the major casesthat.are heard be¥ore the judiciary.
Then we have the county court system which hears, depending on
the county, a number of different cases but they nostly deal
with small traffic infractions or m nor mi sdenmeanors or
misdemeanor cases and they don't really get into the felony
cases. Now,philosophically, | believe that it is good to

a system that has a separationthere so that you have hlgﬁer
guality judges that deal with bigger cases, that deal
with...that don't deal on an every day basis wth traffic court.
Now, at the present time, in Douglas County we have a number of
county court judges and there has been some discussion about how
maybe they don't haveenough work. Now, that isn' t,personally,
ny belief but sone attorneys feel that way. Byt you were rather
fortunate to fix the situation because of a bill that we passed
earlier this morning, LB 516, which provided for doing away wth
county court judges that don't have the caseload to justify
their existence. Now, this has been a goal of genator. Beutler
over the years and | think that this should rectify the
situation because it will allow for those situations where the
county court judges really aren't putting in the work.
allows for themto be slowmy, once they retire, the seat isn' t
refil led with an additional judge. So it does deal with that
si tuati on. Now, don't confuse t he two i ssues. What this
particular amendment deals with specifically is that it allows
for that separate systemto continue to exist so that e don't
have a one-tier court system The amendment that | am
presenting represents the view of the d| strict court judges

I think it is fair to saySenator Hoagland is representing
possi bly county court judges and other indivi dual s that feel
that we should have a one-tier court system w. the district
court judges feel very strongly about this that there should pe
a two-court system andl agree with themphilosophically that
there should be a two-court system because it provides for the
g)udges that arenore experienced and deal nore on a day to day
asis with the tougher cases and | think we should have an
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