April 7, 1986 LB 600

County who are operating in good faith but whare opposed to
the basic direction that LB7 is taking. Now et me explain the
di_fference. Let me explain how Senator Abboud's amendment
significantly changes the direction of our child support
collection procedure. Wat Senator Abboud' s amendment gays g
that county judges can never serve as child support re?erees.
It says county judges can never serve as child support referees,
so all the child support refereeing has to be done by attorneys
that are appointed by the judges whether in Omaha, Lincoln,
Sarpy County or e-=ywhere in the state. nNow, there is.. .you can
make argunents ~n favor of that, granted, but in thé end, |
don't think it is good froma public policy point of viewto (g
that,, for this sinple reason. The way LB 600 is witten right
now, it reguires that the Supreme Court make a finding that
existing Judicial resources are insufficient, including County
judge resources are insufficient, before an attorney can be
appointed to take the load. So the way LB 7 is witten right
now, the Supreme Court fxrst |ooks to see if the county judge
has enough time to serve this function and only if the county
j udges do not have enough time to serve the function is an
attornee]/ t hen appoi nt ed. Now t here are sone judges around the
state that don't think the county judges should oyen have the
authority to do this under any circunstances. And Senator
Abboud' s amendnent is an outgrowth’of that nmovenent. But the
problemis that if we are to efficiently use our judicial
resources, if we are to address the issue that gsenpator Beut | er
has been so concernedabout for several years and that is to be
sure that all of our judges are working up tc capacity, why then
we need to reject this amendment because this anendment is ‘going
to allow judges out there who continue not to have

to do, fns% ead of filling up their time with the gr?lolughs\tljvpoprokrt
col lection cases to have an attorney appointed to come into
their courthouse and serve that same function. Now, granted, |
know there are some judges who would like it that wa
particularly some district judges who are concerned about tyﬁe
implications of allowing county judgesto do child support work
because they view jt as a movenent towards a one-tier court
system But | think it is a mstake because if we adopt Senator
Abboud's amendment, and | understand where Senator Abboud is
coming from if we adopt has amendment, we are going to lay open
the situation, we are going to |eave ourselves open to the
situation where we will have several county judges out there who
are busy only on a half-tame or a two-thirds tinme basis, instead
of giving themthese responsibilities, we will appoint a private
attorney to cone in and do the job and it wll o5t the state
nore money. Sowhat LB 600 stands for nowis a nore efficient
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