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expires next month at the same time that their money has run out
or the nursing home decides, well, Mrs. Higgins doesn't have
enough money left for us to take care of her for another six
months so let's get rid of her now and w e c an pu t a p ayi ng
patient in there. But a year from now we' re going to be forced
to put people in there who we have u sed up t hei r mon ey . It
doesn' t s o u n d . ..

SENATOR WESELY: Right.

SENATOR HIGGINS: ...quite fair to me, to the people that have
b een t h e r e f o r a num b e r of years and all of t heir a sset s a r e
gone now, their home has been sold, e very t h i n g t h ey ow n e d .

SENATOR WESELY: But let me tell you that no other state has got
a ny p i o v > ro n I i k ~ the that we k»ow oi. I mean we' re breaking
new ground here so the fact that we haven't had it before and no
other state has zt, we' re really enacting a new concept that I
thank xs very good, but unfortunately it will take some time to
implement and there is no other way to do it I don't think.

SENATOR HIGGINS: We l l , I t h i n k w e c ou l d ha v e d o n e i t wit h t h e
bill without the amendment. That was the purpose of the bill,
w as i t n ot '

SPEAKER NICHOL.. Time is up.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Smith, please.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr.Chairman, I ' l l r el xnq u i s h m y t i m e
t o Senato r H z g g zns .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Th a n k y o u . Senator Higgins, you may continue.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you again, Mr. President and colleagues.
Orig i n a l l y t he f i sca l n ot e said t h i s b i l l wou l d r equ i r e nursing
homes as a conditxon of licensure to retain residents regardless
of changes in their e c onomic status. Two exc eptions are
provided to this requirement, if the resident does not live in
the nome for one year or if 10 percent or more of t h e n u rs i ng
home's residents are Medicaid eligible. Well i f t h ey h a v e l i v ed
t here on e y e a r t he y h av e a l ready s i gn e d t h e c ontra c t . Sen at o r
Wesely and Senator Withem, I honestly don' t...I don't feel that
t hi s a mendment i s go i n g t o h e l p t he b i l l or t h e pe op l e t hat i t
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