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people that live in the nursing homes is what I am asking you.

SENATOR WESELYi Mmm , hmm. One of the p roblems with this
provision that we got into was the contract provisions, that if
you...right now when you go into a nurs in g h o m e as you know,
Senator Higgins, you sign a contract and then that contract is
in effect. One of the problems we h ad i n i mp l em e n t i ng t h i s
protection is t ha these contracts are in effect out there
a lready an d s o y o u n e e d t o h av e a start up point so t h at when
these new conti act.are signed i» July or whatever, J anuary o r
whateve i t )u i t t .h i . p r ov i ; : i o n ~ I wi 1 ) b e i ecogni "ed and so they' ll
know that. So oile of the things we' re doing is buying some time
for the contracts and the nurs in g h o mes a c r o s s t h e state will
know that that t) ey can't remove these people a fte r o n e y e a r .

SENATOR HIGGINS: But they could i.emove them next month.

SENATOR WESELY : Ye ah . But they can now. I mean.. .what I ' m
saying is there is no way to get at that p roblem, Senator
Higgins . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...the Constitution and contracts a re a l r e a d y
there in place and the only;"ay to get around it is to do it in
this fashion. I wish we could get at it. I know Senator Withem
does too, b ut thi s is the best we c an do . W e h a v e t o p r ov i d e
f or t h i s l a g t i me o r i t wo n ' t h o l d u p i n court we don't think.

SENATOR HIGGINS: I'm not sure that.. .the purpose of th e bil l
was to keep the elde ly that are already in nursing homes from
h aving t o g o t h rough that ti.auma which very often can result in
death by not having any place to go and i f h ey h av e n o wher e t o
go, then this bill is not going tc protect those people at a l l ,
if this arne:idment is adopted. Tney are going to be out on the
street if there are no other nursing homes that w 11 t ake t h em
as a Nedicaid Datient.

SENATOR WESELY: I t wi l l he l p t hem after the one year delay that
we have to take into effect. After that point everybody who has
b een i n ,i i u i i " i i i g l io m e one year will liave the protection. I t ' s
ius- this intermediate time before the iaw takes effect, Senator
Higgins. That's the only gap that we have and th e r e i s n o way
to avoid it that we can find, but it will protect them.

SENATOR H I G G I NS : I n other words, you' re saying their c ont r a c t
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