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i ndiv i d u a l , spend s d ow n their private resources a nd t h e n
becomes...that has to go on Medicaid. The bi l l cu r re n t l y wou l d
say that type of an individual cannot be transferred out of that
f ac i l i t y p un i t i v el y . The amendment Senator Wesely is o ffe r i n g
was brought to my attention by the nursing home i ndust r y . Th ey
felt there was a prob lem m aking thi s app l y r et r oac t i v e l y ,
p roble m wi t h po t ent i al l y of interfering with contractual
obl i g a t i o n s . I , f r ank l y , don't know if that is a prob lem or
isn't a problem, but the compromise amendment as Senator Wesely
i s p r o p o s i n g i t r ea l l y doe s c a u s e no big problems with the bill.
I 'm willing to a ccept it , r ecogni"ing that this bill in its
current form now really only deals with a very small p r ov i si on
of this M edicaid problem. It does not address the far, broad
ramifications of an aging population running out of money and
what do we do with that? I have a s t u d y r eso l ut i on I h ope wi l '
be addressed this summer. I hope to .,pend a lot of time having
d iscu s s i o n . , wi t h g i ou p s i .epresen t i n g t he age d , r ep r e s e n t i n g
nursing homes, representing families, advocates of nursing home
residents and t r y to come up with some s ort o f b r oa d e r
r esolu t i o n t o t h i s p r ob l em . This b i l l r i gh t n ow b ecomes a
fai r l y t ar g et e d me a sure t o de a l sp ec i f i c al l y wi t h t he i nd i v i dua l
who s p e nd s dow n an d r u n s out of money, what happens to that
i ndi v i d u a l . I wou l d u r ge y o u t o support the amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, please.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you , Mr . Pr es i d e n t . A q u e s t i on o f
Senator Wesely, if he would y i e l d , p l e ase . A s i t s t an d s n o w ,
Senator...I forgot to wait for you to yield.

SENATOR WESELY: No, that' s fine, yeah.

SENATOR HIGGINS: As t h e bi l l s t and now i t would b eco me
effective 90 days after we adjourn or after the Governor signs
i t .

SENATOR WESELY: Right.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Your amendment wou'd make it become effective
w hen? T h e s a me t i m e ?

SENATOR WESELY: Yes, but it would make it clear that the year
that would take place before you could have the provisions of
the bill would start with the effective date of the act. So
somebody that has been there, it wouldn't be re troactive, in
other wor d s . So s ome b o dy w ho h as b e e n t h er e now maybe fo r s i x
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