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I amnot going to say that again, Senator Smith. so|would say
though that Senator Smth does have a very strong concern gpout
providing phone service for all individuals and | think what
this amendment will do is it will provide a I|ifeline for the
el derly when phone rates do go sky-high and | guess | see this
nore as an acknow edgenent, nunber one, that we will have |gcal
measured service. Number two, it will cost a lot of noney thus
pricing a lot of people out of the range of having phone
servi ce. And | guess it is good that we discuss it and get it
out in the open because that is what is going to happen. \e are
going to have | ocal measured service and it is going to cost a
lot of noney. Now, we have responsibilities to people in
SOCiety, the elderly, particularly, as State Senatorsy to have
them have basic services; heating, so they don't freeze during
the winter, food, shelter, and | think that phone service is
going into that category for a nunmber of elderly for energency
situations, when energencies happen where they can dial an
anbul ance or a hospital or by the same token so soneone can cal l
into themday to day and let.. and to just check in to make sure
that they are all right. So | see this nore as a lifeline. |
do see xt though as the om nous sign of the future of what phone
service will becone and with that | guess at this point in ¢time
| don't see anything wong with the amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Thank you. Senator Hoagl and, please. Then
Senator Schmit, please.

SENATOR SCHM T: Mr . President, when Senator Smith showed me
this amendment, | told her very frankly that Senator DeCanp
woul d take anything in order to keep his votes locked in there,
| recognize that. There areseveral things that Senator DeCanp
needs in the bill. One, he needs deregul ation of the | ocal
rate. Nurber two, he needs to have territorial protection.
And, nunber three, he needs that |ong distance deregulation fqor
our larger company. G ve himthose three things and he wll
take the cenmetery right along with it. He won't real ly care
because that is the guts of the whole issue,andas much as |
respect Senator Smith and her efforts, | want to point out phat
notwithstanding her good jntentions to the contrary, | am
concerned that the Public Service Comm ssion will not be able to
exercise any effective control. You want to remenmber all the
various companies you have and the fact that they can cone in
every 90 days with a rate apﬂl i cation increase. VWhat is going

to happen is that if the flat. jf the neasured service is set
for six cents a mnute and the flat rate is $8.00 a nonth, it is

easy to jack one up and then the other and then one up and (pep
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